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Appendix 1: Industrial Questionnaire and Summary of Responses 
 
 

Questionnaire Answers 
Question 1 Question 2 Question 3 Question 4 Question 5 Question 6 

Probable No No 0-5 acres 5-10 years   
Not Likely No Yes 0-5 acres 0-5 years 334519 
Probable No No 0-5 acres 0-5 years 332321 
Probable No No 0-5 acres 0-5 years Manufacturing 
Definitely No No 10-20 acres 0-5 years 311222 - 311223 
Probable No No     311200 
Not Likely No No     332999 
Not Likely No No     337 
Probable No No 5-10 acres 0-5 years 336411 
Not Likely No No     333111 
Not Likely No No 0-5 acres 5-10 years 332116 
Probable No No 0-5 acres 0-5 years 541710 
Probable No No 0-5 acres 0-5 years 311221 
Not Likely No No     322211 

 Table of Business Responses 
 
 
Questions Asked of Businesses: 

 
1. How likely is it that your business will expand at your current location(s)? 
 

  Not likely  Probable  Definitely will expand at this location 
 
2. Do you currently have plans to relocate to another site within the region? 
 

   YES  NO 
 

3. Do you have future plans to expand your business at a new location within the region? 
 

   YES  NO 
 

4. If you are planning to expand, what are your projected expansion needs? 
 

  0-5 acres  5-10 acres  10-20 acres  
  20-40 acres  40-80 acres  80-160 acres 
 
5. How many years before you plan to expand or relocate? (if applicable) 
 

  0-5 years  5-10 years  10-20 years 
 
6. What is your NAICS business classification?     
 Visit: http://www.census.gov/epcd/www/naics.html for information on NAICS classifications. 
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A.1 INCIDENT INFORMATION SUMMARY 



 

 

 
 

7

A.2 FORWARD 
 

The basic purpose of this plan is to provide a guide for emergency operations.  The plan 
is to assist essential county/city officials and emergency organizations to carry out their 
responsibilities for the protection of life and property under a hazardous materials 
incident. 
 
Although an organization may have the foresight to plan for anticipated situations, such 
planning is of little worth if the planning is not reduced to written form.  Personnel with 
intimate knowledge of unwritten plans may be unavailable at the very time it becomes 
necessary to implement them.  A written plan will furnish a documentary record, which 
can be referred to as needed.  This documentary record will serve to refresh the 
knowledge of essential individuals and can be used to inform persons who become 
replacements. 
 
This plan is effective upon receipt and supersedes the previous plans in their entirety.  
Changes to this plan will be noted on the amendment page and consecutively numbered.  
Comments and recommendations regarding this plan must be addressed to Grand Forks 
Emergency Management Office.  Requests for amendments and changes such as those 
changes anticipated as a result of new laws will be addressed during regularly scheduled 
LEPC meetings. 

 
Grand Forks Emergency Management Office 

122 5th Street South Office 21 
Grand Forks North Dakota 58201 
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A.3 LEGAL AUTHORITY AND RESPONSIBILITY FOR RESPONDING 
 
3.1 Authorizing Legislation and Regulations The Grand Forks Hazardous Materials 

Operations Plan is developed following Section 300.210 of the National Oil and 
Hazardous Substances Pollution Contingency Plan (NCP).  The NCP is required by 
Section 105 of the Comprehensive Environmental Response Compensation and Liability 
Act (CERCLA) of 1980, as amended by the Superfund Amendments and Reauthorization 
Act (SARA) of 1986, by Section 311 C (2) of the Clean Water Act (CWA), the Oil 
Pollution Act of 1990 (OPA), the North Dakota Disaster Act of 1985, several 
Transportation Act/Regulations including the Hazardous Materials Transportation Act 
and other State and local laws covering hazardous materials/substances/waste.  The 
Operations Plan is applicable to response actions taken following the authorities under 
CERCLA, Section 311 of CWA and OPA. 

 
3.2 Application of Plan This plan applies to Grand Forks County to include all cities and 

covers releases or substantial threats of releases of hazardous substances into the 
environment and releases or substantial threats of releases of pollutants or contaminants 
that may present an imminent and substantial danger to public health or welfare. 

 
3.3 Response to Public Safety and Property Threats Caused by Spills and Weapons of 

Mass Destruction When a spill poses public safety and property threats via potential 
fires, explosions, toxic clouds or other means, local officials are in command of the 
incident.  The party responsible for the incident is required to cooperate with and aid the 
local first responder agencies but typically does not direct or implement the fire fighting, 
evacuation or other first responses to the spill.  If highly specialized activities such as off-
loading of tank cars or repackaging of hazardous chemicals are required, the responsible 
party may implement the actions under the general direction of the local Incident 
Commander.  The fire departments, police departments, Grand Forks County Sheriff’s 
Office, County/City Health Department and the North Dakota Highway Patrol would 
respond to the facility in accordance with their departmental procedure.  Facility 
Management representatives, when available, would provide a briefing and assessment of 
the present condition at the plant/facility and make any request for assistance at this time.  
The Incident Commander would make an immediate assessment of the situation and 
determine what actions to take.  If the incident were judged to be within the response 
capabilities of the emergency forces of the facilities to handle, the Incident Commander 
will coordinate the action. 

 
• In most states, the role of state agencies is to provide a public safety response 

during the early stages of an incident and provide advice to local commanders 
as soon as possible.  During major incidents, State and Federal authorities may 
be able to provide additional assistance to the local commander at the spill 
scene, by conducting sampling and analysis of chemicals, providing 
specialized contractors or equipment or by providing detailed advice or other 
supporting functions. 
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A.4 ABBREVIATIONS AND DEFINITIONS 
 
4.1 Acronyms 
 

ATSDR Agency for Toxic Substance and Disease Registry 
CAER Community Awareness and Emergency Response Program 
CAMEO Computer-Aided Management of Emergency Operations 
CDC Center for Disease Control 
CERCLA Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and 

Liability Act 
CHEMTREC Chemical Transportation Emergency Center 
CHRIS Chemical Hazard Response Information System 
CIS Chemical Information System 
CMA Chemical Manufactures Association 
CWA Clean Water Act 
DOT Department of Transportation 
EPCRA Emergency Planning and Community Right-to-Know 
ERCS Emergency Response Cleanup Contractors 
ERT Environmental Response Team 
FAX Facsimile transmission 
FEMA Federal Emergency Management Agency 
HMEOP Hazard Materials Emergency Operations Plan 
HMIX Hazardous Material Information Exchange 
IC Incident Commander 
ICS Incident Command System 
LEPC Local Emergency Planning Committee 
MOU Memorandum of Understanding 
NIOSH National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health 
NOAA National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
NRC National Response Center 
NRT National Response Team 
OSC On-scene Commander 
RQ Reportable Quantity 
RRT Regional Response Team 
SARA Superfund Amendments and Reauthorization Act of 1986 
SERC State Emergency Response Commission 
USCG United States Coast Guard 
U.S. EPA United States Environmental Protection Agency 
WMD Weapons of Mass Destruction 
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4.2 Definitions Terms used herein will contain their common and ordinary meaning except 
where otherwise declared or clearly apparent from the context.  Additionally, the 
following definitions shall apply: 

 
• Administrator: The administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA.) 

 
• CERCLA: The Comprehensive Emergency Response, Compensation and 

Liability Act of 1980, as amended. 
 
• Commission: The emergency response commission for the state of North Dakota. 
 
• Disaster: In the event or set of circumstances of a catastrophic nature arising from 

any cause which reaches such dimension as to demand immediate action to 
preserve public health, protect life, protect property or to provide relief to any 
stricken community overtaken by such occurrences or warrants the declaration of 
a state of emergency and/or the execution of emergency management operations 
plans. 

 
• Emergency Management: The preparation for the carrying out of all emergency 

functions to mitigate, prepare for, respond to and recover from emergencies and 
disasters and to aid victims suffering from injury or damage caused by all hazards, 
whether natural or man made and to provide for search and rescue operations for 
person or property in distress.  These functions include without limitations, fire 
fighting services, police services, medical and health services, rescue, 
engineering, communications, radiological, chemical, evacuation of persons from 
stricken areas, emergency welfare services, emergency transportation and any 
other activities necessary or incidental to the perpetration for and coordination of 
the foregoing functions. 

 
• Environment: Includes water, air, land and the interrelationship, which exits 

among and between water, air, land and all living things. 
 
• Extremely Hazardous Substances: A substance described in Section 302(a)(2) of 

Title III as now authorized or hereafter amended. 
 
• Facility: All buildings, equipment, structures and other stationary items which are 

located on a single site or on contiguous or adjacent sites and which are owned or 
operated by the same person (or any person which controls, is controlled by, or 
under common control with such person.)  For the purpose of Section 304, Title 
III, the term includes motor vehicles, rolling stock and aircraft, shipping and 
pipelines. 

 
• Hazardous Chemical: Any chemical that is a physical hazard or a health hazard as 

defined by OSHA Hazard Communication Standard (29 CFR 1910.1200).  
Exceptions to the definition or “hazardous chemical” in Title III and in 29 CFR 
1910.1200 shall also apply in this chapter. 
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• Health Hazard: A chemical for which there is statistically significant evident 

based on at least one study conducted in accordance with established scientific 
principles that acute or chronic health effects may occur in exposed individuals.  
The term health hazard includes chemicals, which are carcinogens, toxic or highly 
toxic agents that act on the hemotopoietic system and agents, which damage the 
lungs, skin, eyes or mucous membrane. 

 
• Injury: As used in this chapter means and includes accidental injuries and/or 

occupational diseases arising out of emergencies/disasters. 
 
• Local Committee: The local emergency planning committee established for each 

state emergency-planning district established by the commission. 
 
• Material Safety Data Sheets (MSDS): The developed sheet required under Section 

1910.1200 (q) of Title 29 CFR, as that section suggests can be amended as 
needed. 

 
• NRT-1 Guidebook: The Hazardous Materials Emergency Planning Guide 

published by the National Response Team, March 1987. 
 
• NRT-1 Guidelines: The guidance outlined in the Hazardous Materials Emergency 

Planning Guide. 
 
• OSHA: Occupational Safety and Health Act of 1970. 
 
• Person: Any individual, trust, firm, joint stock company, corporation (including a 

government corporation) partnership association, state, municipality, commission, 
political subdivision of state or interstate body. 

 
• Physical Hazard: A chemical for which there is scientifically valid evidence that it 

is a combustible liquid, a compressed gas, explosive, flammable or organic 
peroxide, an oxidizer, pyrophoric, unstable (reactive) or water reactive. 

 
• Release: Any spill, leaking, pumping, pouring, emitting, emptying, discharging, 

injecting, escaping, leaching, dumping or disposing to the environment of any 
hazardous chemical, extremely hazardous substance or toxic chemical. 

 
• SARA: The Superfund Amendments and Reauthorization Act of 1986, as 

amended. 
 
• Title III: Title III of the Superfund Amendments and Reauthorization Act of 1986; 

also titled the Emergency Planning and Community Right-to-Know Act of 1986, 
amended. 

• Toxic Chemical: A substance described in Section 313 (c) of Title III, as now 
authorized or hereafter amended. 
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• Weapons of Mass Destruction: Any chemical, biological, radiological, nuclear or 

explosive devices that can cause large numbers of deaths or massive destruction. 
 

A.5 OVERVIEW 
 
 The Grand Forks County Local Emergency Planning Committee (LEPC) serves Grand 

Forks County and the municipalities within the county.  This document describes the 
hazardous materials planning for the region served by the LEPC.  This plan is a resource 
management plan for coordination of exiting resources.  It also describes and identifies 
facilities with hazardous materials in the LEPC jurisdiction and reporting requirements. 

 
5.1 Grand Forks County is located in the northeastern part of North Dakota.  It has a 

population of 70,000 people.  The majority of the county (780,000 acres of cropland) is 
rural agricultural land that produces hard spring wheat, corn, oats, sunflowers, durum, 
barley, sugar beets, dry edible beans, soybeans, flax and potatoes. 

 
5.1.1 City of Grand Forks is the major population center in the county and is located on 

the Eastern North Dakota-Western Minnesota border.  Grand Forks is a major 
North Dakota city, with over 49,000 people.  The city has twelve elementary, four 
middle and three high schools.  The University of North Dakota (UND) is located 
in Grand Forks.  UND has an average of 10,000 students, 800 faculty and 
researchers and 570 acres of campus. 

 
5.1.2 Grand Forks Air Force Base if gauged by census figures, would be the sixth 

largest city in North Dakota.  Overall, population is 11,556 people.  Located 16 
miles west of Grand Forks, the Grand Forks Air Force Base is home to the 319th 
Air Refueling Wing of the Air Mobility Command.  The 319 Air Refueling Wing 
operates and maintain KC-135R Stratotankers. 

 
5.1.3 Grand Forks County Transportation has one interstate highway, two U.S. 

Highways, four State highways and several paved/unpaved county roads.  There 
is one commercial airline, three pipelines, two railroads and one navigable 
waterway. 

 
5.2 Grand Forks County Fire Departments There are eleven (11) fire departments serving 

the county.  Two (2) fire departments, Grand Forks City and Grand Forks Air Force Base 
are staffed full time.  The other fire departments are located in Inkster, Niagara, Gilby, 
Larimore, Northwood, Manvel, Emerado, Thompson and Reynolds. 

 
5.3 Hospitals in Grand Forks County There are two hospitals within Grand Forks County.  

Altru Health Systems is located in the City of Grand Forks and Northwood Deaconess 
Hospital is located at Northwood. 

 
5.4 Law Enforcement Agencies in Grand Forks City/County Larimore, Northwood, 

Thompson, University of North Dakota, Grand Forks Air Force Base and Grand Forks 
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have police departments.  The Sheriff’s Department covers Grand Forks County.  North 
Dakota has State Highway Patrol officers stationed in the area. 

 
A.6 CONCEPT OF OPERATIONS 
 
6.1 The Hazardous Materials /WMD Emergency Operations Plan The Hazardous 

Materials Emergency Plan (HMEP) is intended for the use of responding agencies of 
Grand Forks County to minimize damage resulting from releases of oil or hazardous 
substances, pollutants, or contaminants.  The HMEP includes information from 
governmental, commercial and other sources regarding facilities and resources in the 
area.  The plan outlines the type of assistance available to a hazardous materials 
emergency of significant proportions.  This plan is the guide for coordinating all 
resources, both public and private, toward preparedness, response and mitigation efforts.  
These efforts may be utilized in fixed facility or transportation related emergencies.  This 
plan may also be used in conjunction with the North Dakota State Operations Plan, 
Federal Emergency Plans and the Red River Valley Sub-Area Emergency Response 
Action Plan and Support Document when an incident is of significant proportion to 
exhaust local resources. 

 
6.1.1 Objectives 

• To provide a basic plan for Grand Forks County that will result in minimizing, 
to the greatest degree possible, hazardous material releases. 

 
• To use present government structure and identify the responsibilities of each 

governmental department, who does what, when and where in a hazardous 
materials emergency. 

 
• This procedure is not a stand-alone plan.  The North Dakota State Emergency 

Operations Plans, the Grand Forks Combined County/City Multi-Hazard Plan, 
Facility Emergency Operations Plans and the Red River Valley Sub-Area 
Emergency Response Plan must support it.  A copy of the Grand Forks 
Hazardous Materials Operational Procedure can also be located in Reference 
E-D-2 of the Coordination and Control Annex of the Grand Forks Combined 
County/City Multi-Hazard Emergency Operations Plan. 

 
• To recognize our responsibility to support other government agencies as well 

as to receive their support when conditions warrant and resources are 
available. 

 
• To assure maximum public and private resources are effectively available for 

use to cope with a hazardous materials release. 
 
• To be consistent with the city, county, state and federal regulations & 

procedures. 
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• To establish procedures for direction, control and coordination of emergency 
apparatus to the type, magnitude and phase of hazardous materials release. 

 
• To provide for dissemination of warning and evacuation information to all 

department heads and personnel of Grand Forks and to the general population 
of the county. 

 
• To include an adequate damage assessment system for decision-making, 

direction, control and reporting purposes for the use of elected and appointed 
officials. 

 
• To provide an evacuation plan in a hazardous material release. 
 
• To identify the types of hazardous material emergencies that would pose the 

greatest threat to life and property in the Grand Forks County. 
 
• To describe response protocols and assist in providing a coordinated response 

capability in case of a release or spill that poses a threat to the environment or 
to human health and welfare. 

 
• Initial actions taken by the Incident Commander (IC) and/or other appropriate 

personnel should be to determine whether proper response actions have been 
initiated.  If the party or parties responsible for the release or spill do not take 
appropriate actions or if the party or parties responsible for the release or 
spills are unknown, the IC shall respond and implement provisions of the 
HMEP and coordinate activities as outlined. 

 
6.1.2 Scope and Provisions This plan applies to release or substantial threats of releases 

of hazardous substances into the environment and releases or substantial threats of 
releases of pollutants or contaminants that may present an imminent and 
substantial danger to public health or welfare in Grand Forks City/County.  This 
plan provides: 

 
• Identification of primary responsibilities and jurisdictions among Federal, 

State and local government in response actions. 
• Synopses of Federal response actions in accordance with the CWA, 

CERCLA and OPA. 
• Recommended response techniques. 
• Information concerning useful facilities and resources from governmental, 

commercial, academic and other sources. 
• Information concerning contingency planning and preparedness. 

 
6.2 Organizational Roles and Responsibilities 
 

6.2.1 City/County Government Continuity of Government In the event of a disaster, it 
is essential to assure continued operation of government, to preserve and protect 
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records essential to the continued operation of city/county government and to 
provide for the appointment of temporary interim successors to the elected and 
appointed officials of the city/county. 

 
6.2.1-1 Other Elected and Appointed Officials of the city/county, other than 

commission members/city council members, are authorized and directed 
to designate temporary interim successors to the office of such officer in 
the event a vacancy occurs during an emergency caused by a disaster. 

 
6.2.1-2 Termination of Succession Any person succeeding to an office on a 

temporary interim basis pursuant to this shall exercise and discharge the 
duties and powers of the officer as prescribed by the charter or by 
ordinance only until such time as a regularly appointed successor is 
designated by the customary means. 

 
 
6.2.1-3 Successors to fill Vacancies in Elected/Appointed Offices shall be 

appointed by the commission following the Grand Forks Charter and the 
state constitution until a permanent Successor will be duly elected and 
qualified. 

 
6.3 Establishment of Emergency Management In order to ensure Grand Forks City/County 

emergency disaster preparations are adequate to deal with the increasing possibilities of 
an unprecedented disaster varying in size and destructiveness in a life-threatening 
situation.  To provide capabilities to protect the public’s health and safety, provide 
assistance in support for search and rescue operations and preserve the lives and property 
of the county.  It is hereby essential to establish, following state law, the North Dakota 
Disaster Act of 1985, Chapter 37-17.1, a Grand Forks County Emergency Management 
Office. 
 
The Grand Forks County Emergency Management’s Office mission shall be to provide 
effective emergency coordination between City/County government operations.  To 
establish control, direction and to serve as a liaison with other government agencies and 
private sectors in compliance with the approved Grand Forks Combined City/County 
Emergency Operations Plan.  The Chairman of the Board of County Commissioners shall 
notify the State Division of Emergency Management Director, who will coordinate the 
activities of the local Emergency Management Operations Center. 
 
6.3.1 Emergency Manager or Operations Officer – Commandeered The designated 

Emergency Manager shall have the power to command and organize the 
emergency coordination of citizens, services and equipment in an event of a 
disaster and after the disaster proclamation by the Governor of the State of such 
disaster.  Provided that citizens so commandeered shall be entitled during the 
period of such service to all privileges, benefits and immunities as are provided by 
law for registered emergency workers. 
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6.4 Establishment of Mutual Aid 
 

6.4.1 Grand Forks City/Grand Forks County and Grand Forks Air Force Base Mutual Aid 
The governments of the Grand Forks City, Grand Forks County and the Grand 
Forks Air Force Base must be encouraged to work together to provide emergency 
assistance and technical support for the Emergency Management Office.  This 
will allow suitable arrangements for furnishing Mutual Aid in case of such a 
disaster, which may be too great for the Emergency Management to deal with 
unassisted. 

 
6.4.2 Grand Forks City/County Mutual Aid, Public and Private 

Grand Forks Emergency Management Office shall encourage and assist political 
subdivisions to enter Mutual Aid agreements with other public and private 
agencies within the county for reciprocal aid and assistance in responding to 
recovering from actual potential disasters or emergencies. 

 
6.4.3 Grand Forks City/County Emergency Management Mutual Aid Review 

In reviewing emergency operations plans and programs of political subdivisions, 
Grand Forks Emergency Management Office shall consider whether they contain 
adequate provisions for Mutual Aid. 

 
6.4.4 Grand Forks Emergency Mutual Aid Outside of Grand Forks The Emergency 

Management Office may assist in negotiation of Mutual Aid agreements between 
the Governor and an adjoining State, County, City or a political subdivision of an 
adjoining State, County and City. 

 
6.4.5 State Government The Governor of the State has authorized the State Fire 

Marshall to take initial actions necessary to evaluate and mitigate the effects of an 
accident/incident involving hazardous substances (hazardous materials/hazardous 
wastes).  The State Fire Marshall shall have the authority to issue the necessary 
orders to control and contain the actual or potential threat to human health, safety, 
and environment and to recommend a state response.  At the scene of an incident, 
the State Fire Marshall shall join the planning section of the incident command.  
The State Emergency Response Commission is expected to communicate and 
coordinate fully preparedness and pre-response planning activities between the 
North Dakota Division of Emergency Management and Grand Forks LEPC.  The 
State and local public safety organizations are ordinarily the first government 
representatives at the scene of a discharge or release.  They are expected to 
initiate public safety measures that are necessary to protect public health and 
welfare and that are consistent with containment and cleanup requirements as 
stated, and are responsible for directing evacuations pursuant to existing State or 
local procedures.  Following a specific incident, the State on scene hazardous 
material coordination team, in coordination with the Incident Commander, shall 
ensure that the following actions are completed as appropriate: 
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• Notify downwind communities and downstream water users (municipal 
industrial, and agricultural) of all discharges and releases that may 
threaten them. 

• Notify and coordinate with the Grand Forks Emergency Operations Center 
for natural resources and State mutual aid. 

• Serve as the Incident Coordination staff to the State Fire Marshall when he 
assumes his responsibilities as incident commander for hazardous material 
incidents in the state (see Executive Order 1986-2: Appendix E-D1.2. 

• Be responsible, in conjunction with the Incident Commander for: 
 

© Selection of disposal sites. 
© Arranging for use of disposal sites. 
© Selecting transport routes to disposal sites. 
© Arranging with law enforcement to provide security for all on-scene 

forces and equipment.  This activity includes establishing local liaison 
with hospital, emergency service and police personnel. 

© Assisting the Incident Commander in determining and providing 
advice on the degree of hazard to public health and safety that is 
presented by the discharge or release. 

© Assessing the environmental damage caused by the discharge or 
release. 

© Assuming responsibilities for operation and maintenance of a site to 
the degree consistent with its authority and resources, if necessary and 
when no party has been identified; and 

© Advising the Incident Commander on the use of dispersants and other 
chemicals. 

 
6.4.5-1 North Dakota Division of Emergency Management Director is delegated 

as the State Coordinating Officer (SCO) as well as the Governor’s 
Authorized Representative (GAR) of the State Emergency Response 
Commission (SERC).  Execution of the State of North Dakota Procedures 
for Coordination of Emergency Response and Recovery Hazardous 
Material Incidents will be executed at such times as hazard mitigation 
measures are deemed necessary by the Director, based on reported 
information from the State Fire Marshal, State Health Department as well 
as input from other appropriate federal, state and local government 
authorities. 

 
• When the local government officials request assistance and 

information provided to the SCO indicates that the situation is beyond 
the control of local government, the Governor will declare an 
emergency or disaster and available state resources will be utilized as 
necessary.  Departments will use existing resources to the maximum 
extent practical.  This may require extending these resources to other 
departments and levels of government. 
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• If assistance is needed beyond local and state capability, the Governor 
or the SCO/GAR will request federal assistance once the Governor has 
declared a state of disaster. 

 
• If a Presidential Emergency of Disaster is declared the SCO will 

coordinate all federal assistance provided to the state, working closely 
with the Federal Coordinating Officer (FCO.) 

 
6.4.6 Relationship to Other Plans This plan does not supersede existing Grand Forks 

County or City Plans, Departmental Emergency Plans or Standard Operating 
Procedures.  The Grand Forks Combined County City Emergency Operations 
Plan established roles and responsibilities of the various local government 
organizations by function.  Ten Annexes to emergency operations for any hazard 
are identified as the following: 

• Coordination and Control 
• Administration 
• Communication 
• Damage Assessment 
• Health and Medical 
• Individual and Family Assistance 
• Public Safety Fire 
• Public Safety Law Enforcement 
• Public Works/Engineering/Transportation 
• Warning 

 
Generally, roles and responsibilities are based on day-to-day assignments.  
Therefore, Grand Forks Combined County/City Emergency Operations Plans 
must be used to support this document. 
 

A.7 INSTRUCTION ON PLAN USE 
 

The Hazard Material Emergency Operations Plan will be executed in two phases: 
 
7.1 Response Phase will start with the initial notification and situation assessment/incident 

analysis and continue through the containment/stabilization of the release. 
 
7.2 Recovery Phase or clean up phase will start when the release is contained and a serious 

threat to immediate safety of the public no longer exists.  The procedures contained 
herein will be executed when an uncontrolled release of a substance or material, 
hazardous to the population or environment, occurs, is imminent or local operation’s 
officials deem necessary or a local disaster or emergency is declared. 
 

7.3 Prevention and Response Planning The responsibility for preventing spills and 
planning response to a spill generally lies with the party storing, transporting or using the 
material.  Often, local State or Federal programs regulate the conditions of storage, 
transport and use.  Some of the programs require permits or specify in detail the 
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preventive measures and planning which are required of users, transporters and storers.  
Some of these governmental programs include inspectors to verify adequacy of 
preventive measures.  Only in the extreme circumstances are any of the governmental 
agencies authorized to intervene to prevent a spill from occurring.  Most of the preventive 
actions and response planning by governmental programs focus on protection of the 
public’s safety and the response to the site of a potential spill.  Action relating to 
preventing and planning environmental protection and off-site impacts are less commonly 
required by governmental programs. 

 
7.4 Response to Public Safety and Property Threats Caused by Spills When a spill poses 

a threat to public safety and property via potential fires, explosions, toxic clouds or other 
means, local officials are in command of the incident.  The parties responsible for the 
incident are required to cooperate with and aid the local police and fire agencies but 
typically does not direct or implement the fire fighting, evacuation or other first responses 
to the spill.  If highly specialized activities such as off-loading of tank cars or 
repackaging of hazardous chemicals are required, the responsible party may implement 
the actions under the general direction of the local Incident Commander.  The Grand 
Forks County Sheriff’s Office, County/City Health Department and the North Dakota 
Highway Patrol, police departments and fire departments would respond to the facility in 
accordance with their departmental procedure.  Facility management representatives 
when available would provide a briefing and assessment of the present condition at the 
plant/facility and make any requests for assistance at this time.  The Incident Commander 
would make an immediate assessment of the situation and determine what actions to take.  
If the incident were judged to be within the response capabilities of the facilities’ 
emergency forces to handle, the Incident Commander will coordinate the action. 
 

• In most states, the role of State Agencies in Public Safety response during the 
early stages of an incident is to provide advice to local commanders as soon as 
possible.  During major incidents, State and Federal authorities may be able to 
provide additional assistance to the local commander at the spill scene by 
conducting sampling and analysis of chemicals, providing specialized contractors 
or equipment, provide detailed advice and other supporting functions. 

 
B.1 INITIAL NOTIFICATION OF RESPONSE AGENCIES 
 
1.1 Notification of Release can be done in person, by dialing 9-1-1 or by calling the Public 

Safety Answering Point (PSAP) at (701) 746-2542.  Notification of a release of a 
hazardous substance could originate from a facility owner or workers, a private citizen, a 
user, a transporter or a public safety official.  Following the initial notification, State and 
local emergency operations center staff in order for response and recovery operations 
support to effectively proceed require critical information.  The Hazardous Materials 
Worksheet provided in the back of this plan is to be used as guidance in obtaining vital 
information. 
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1.2 Grand Forks County Pubic Safety Answering Point (PSAP) Upon notification that a 
potential or actual hazardous material incident has occurred, the State Area Warning 
Point (Grand Forks County PSAP) will: 

 
• Notify local response forces by established procedures using the State Area 

Warning Plan located in Grand Forks County Public Safety Answering Point.  
Fire department will be notified first, followed by the police, followed by 
ambulance services. 

• Notify the State Area Warning Officer using the dissemination procedures as 
outlined in the Grand Forks State Area Warning Plan. 

• Upon notification by an appropriate incident commander, initiate activation 
procedures for the Emergency Operations Center by using established EOC 
activation procedures. 

• Communications for the incident shall be handled on the appropriate radio 
frequency (see radio frequency assignment sheet in annexes), which will provide 
the most positive communications. 

• Alert State Radio Communications (1-800-472-2121) who in turn, will contact the 
ND State Re-Act Officer on call, ND State Fire Marshall and ND State Health 
Official. 

• National Response Center (1-800-424-8802 or 1-202-426-2675.) 
 
C.1 DIRECTION AND CONTROL 
 

Current Federal law requires implementation of a site-specific incident command system 
at all emergencies involving hazardous substances by the senior emergency response 
official responding (29CFR 1910.120 and 40 CFR 311).  The specific regulatory 
language suggests a seniority hierarchy increasing from local to State to Federal.  Yet 
often it makes more sense for senior local or State officials to command because they are 
most familiar with the resources immediately available.  It must be recognized that 
Federal and State responders are charged by law with specific authorities and 
responsibilities in certain emergency situations that cannot be subsumed.  This protocol 
does not commit any parties adopting it to do anything not already required by federal 
law. 

 
1.1 An Incident Command System (ICS) The senior on-scene official of the first response 

organization to arrive at an incident shall establish an ICS at all incidents involving 
hazardous substances.  The ICS should be based on the organization, terminology and 
procedures recommended by the National Fire Academy and applied in a broad sense to 
include all hazard control and mitigation response organizations, including responsible 
parties, private responders and local State and Federal agencies.  All such entities 
participating in a response are required by Federal law to implement an intra-
organzational ICS and integrate it with the overall ICS (29 CFR 19109.120 or 40 CFR 
311.) 
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1.1.1 Incident Commander The Incident Command System (ICS) established will have 
as the Incident Commander (IC)1 the most senior on-scene official with the 
expertise, capability, and determination to be the commander.  The IC can be 
from a local unit of government or from a county, State or Federal agency, as long 
as he/she has the expertise, capability, determination and authority.  This protocol 
recognizes that typically, but not necessarily, the IC will change as the incident 
progresses from being primarily a public safety problem, with the local fire chief 
as IC, to an environmental incident with a State or Federal person as the IC.  The 
following procedures specify a determinate yet flexible means of establishing the 
role of Federal and State responders in an ICS. 

 
1.2 Single Jurisdictional Area Affected When the incident involves and affects only a 

single geographical jurisdiction, the established local Emergency Operations Plan will 
determine the original structure of the ICS.  This may involve single or multiple agency 
involvement.  In all situations, one person shall act as an IC in sole charge.  In such 
instances, responding State and Federal officials, who might otherwise be considered the 
senior competent response official at the site, shall either: 

 
• Identify themselves to the IC and integrate themselves into the established 

ICS per the IC’s direction, usually as a technical specialist to an operations 
group supervisor or as an operations group supervisor; or 

• Assume the Incident Command role when required by Federal or State law, 
when an existing IC agrees to such a transition or when no ICS has been 
established.  The ICS transfer of command or initial assumption of command 
protocols shall be used. 

 
1.3 Multiple Jurisdictional Areas Affected When the incident involves and affects multiple 

local geographical jurisdictions or are not covered by local emergency response 
organizations, the State or Federal competent senior official at the site shall either join an 
existing Incident Command as above or assume the Incident Command and establish an 
ICS incorporating existing local efforts as operational branches as appropriate. 

                                                           
11 One set of common terminology and procedures is vital to the efficient functioning of an 
Incident Command System (ICS) in an emergency.  National Fire Academy (NFA) system is 
workable, widely accepted and recommended by FEMA.  The NFA ICS is being designated as 
the preferred IC system for purposes of this protocol until a more workable and widely accepted 
system is available. 
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1.4 Seniority as discussed in 29 CRF 1910.120(q)(3)(i)2, is ranked according to competency 

and scope of responsibility, for purposes of this plan. 
 
1.5 Competency will be determined by meeting the requirements of 29 CFR 1910.120 

(q)(6)(v)3.  All officials meeting the competency criteria are senior to those who do not, 
unless specifically charged with over-riding authority, applicable to the specific incident 
situation by State or Federal law. 

 
1.6 Scope of Responsibility will be considered to increase from local to State or Federal.  

However, this protocol encourages the establishment of the ICS at the local level 
practical to assure the earliest implementation of a unified response strategy. 

 
1.7 Post Emergency Operations This protocol is intended to apply only during the 

emergency phase of a response to which 29 CFR 1910.120(q) applies.  However, use of 
an Incident Command System throughout a response and cleanup is encouraged. 

 

NOTE to (q)(3)(i). —“The ‘senior official’ at an emergency response is the most senior official on the site who has 
the responsibility for controlling the operations at the site.  Initially it is the senior officer on the first –due piece of 
responding emergency apparatus to arrive on the scene.  As more senior officials, arrive (e.g. battalion chief, fire 
chief, law enforcement official, site coordinator, etc.), the position is passed up the line of authority which has been 
previously established.” 

                                                           
229 CFR 1910.120 (q)(3)(i):  “The senior emergency response official responding to an 
emergency shall become the individual in charge of a site-specific Incident Command System.  
All emergency responders and their communications shall be coordinated and controlled through 
the individual in charge of the ICS assisted by the senior official present for each agency.” 
 
329 CFR 1910.120 (q)(6)(v): “On scene Incident Commander.”  Incident Commanders who will 
assume control of the incident scene beyond the first responder awareness level, shall receive at 
least 24 hours of training equal to the first responder operational level and in addition have 
competency in the following areas and the agency shall so certify: 
 

• Ability to implement the agency’s incident response system. 
• Knowledge of the hazards and risks associated with employees working in chemical 

protective clothing. 
• Ability to implement the local emergency response plan. 
• Knowledge of the State Emergency Response Plan and of the Federal Regional Response 

Team. 
• Knowledge of the importance of decontamination procedures. 
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1.8 Incident Commanders by Incident 
 
 1.8.1 Listing of Incident Commanders 
 
TYPE OF DISASTER AGENCY ALTERNATE 
1. FLOOD City Director of Public Works 

County Highway Supt. 
City Engineer  
Assistant Highway Supt. 

2. TORNADO or SEVERE 
STORM 

State Area Warning Officer 
Fire Chiefs 

Sheriff 

3. HAZARDOUS 
MATERIALS 
INCIDENT 

Fire Chiefs Sheriff 

4. WILDLAND or 
STRUCTURAL FIRES 

Fire Chiefs Sheriff 

5.WINTER STORM Sheriff or Police Chief County Highway Supt. 
City Director of Public Works 

6. CIVIL DISORDER Sheriff or Police Chiefs Sheriff  
Police Chiefs 

7. MASS CASUALTY Altru Health System 
Fire Chiefs 

Sheriff 

 
 1.8.2 Suggested Response Levels 
 
Response Level Description Contact 
1. Potential Emergency 

Condition 
An incident or threat of a release 
which can be controlled by the first 
response agencies and does not 
require evacuation of other than the 
involved structure or the 
immediate outdoor area.  The 
incident is confined to a small area 
and does not pose an immediate 
threat to life or property. 

1. Fire Department. 
2. Emergency Medical 

Services. 
3. Law Enforcement. 
4. Grand Forks State Area 

Warning Officer. 
5. CHEMTREC if needed. 

2.Limited Emergency 
Condition 

An incident involving a greater 
hazard or larger area, which poses 
a potential threat to life or property 
and may require a limited 
evacuation of the surrounding area. 

1. All Agencies above. 
2. Hazmat Teams. 
3. Health Department Official. 

3. Full Emergency 
Condition 

An incident involving a severe 
hazard or a large area which poses 
an extreme threat to life and 
property which will require a large 
scale evacuation; or an incident 
requiring the expertise or resources 
of county, state, federal or private 
agencies/organizations. 

All agencies above plus 
2. Mutual Aid (Fire, Police and 

Medical.) 
3. ND State Radio 

Request Notification of the 
State Re-Act Officer on-call, 
ND Fire Marshall and ND 
State Health Department 
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C.2 COMMUNICATIONS 
 

Different response organizations typically use different radio frequencies.  Therefore, 
provision must be made for accurate and efficient communications among all the various 
organizations during the response itself.  It may be beneficial to establish radio networks 
that will allow for communication among those performing similar functions.  It must be 
established who is to be given a radio unit, and who is allowed to speak on the radio.  In 
order to avoid possible fire hazards or explosions, all communications equipment shall be 
intrinsically safe. 

 
2.1 ARES – Amateur Radio Emergency Services The Grand Forks ARES group are 

available at all times to provide communications and to coordinate communications at the 
disaster or emergency scene or in the Emergency Operations Center.  ARES can be 
notified by calling the Grand Forks County PSAP and requesting that ARES be paged 
and for what reason. 

 
C.3 PUBLIC INFORMATION OFFICER 
 
3.1 Public Information Officer (PIO) shall be designated per the Grand Forks Combined 

City/County Emergency Operations Plan, who will inform the media and the community 
of actions taken, respond to inquiries and provide information concerning the response 
action.  All news releases or statements made by participating agencies shall be jointly 
coordinated and funneled through the PIO with the approval of the Incident Commander.  
The PIO shall notify immediately the media, State and local officials and when 
appropriate, Emergency Management agencies.  Also, responsible parties may participate 
in implementing community relation’s activities, at the discretion of and with oversight 
by the Incident Commander. 

 
3.2 Administrative Record The Incident Commander will also ensure that an 

Administrative Record is made available to the public at or near the site.  The 
Administrative Record is a collection of information that the Incident Commander has 
considered or relied on in the selection of a response action.  Section 113(k)(2) of 
CERCLA requires that interested persons, including potentially responsible parties and 
the local community, be given an opportunity to examine and comment on the 
Administrative Record. 

 
3.3 Suggested Information Techniques The following techniques may be used by the 

Incident Commander to provide the information needed by affected communities: 
• Updated briefings for local officials. 
• Press briefings or site tours. 
• Public consultations: face-to-face informal meetings with small groups of 

interested citizens, perhaps in a residence. 
• Fact sheets. 
• Formal public meetings; and 
• Development and placement of the Administrative Record (site files) for review 

by the public. 
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C.4 HEALTH AND MEDICAL  
 
 Ambulance service shall be provided by local ambulance services and will operate as a 

part of the Logistics component of the Incident Command System.  This section details 
how medical personnel and Emergency Medical Services can be summoned and utilized. 

 
4.1 Medical Commander The Senior Medical Unit person shall act as Medical Commander, 

reporting to the Logistics Commander of the incident. 
 
4.2 Emergency Medical Treatment for Haz-Mat On scene decontamination and 

emergency medical treatment shall be provided by fire department personnel, Grand 
Forks County Hazmat team and other emergency medical personnel as requested by the 
Incident Commander through the Logistics Commander.  ALL PERSONS requiring 
medical treatment shall be decontaminated before emergency medical treatment and 
transport to a hospital or other emergency facility. 

 
4.3 Ambulance Services (See Pg. 37 For Listing) shall be provided by local Grand Forks 

County Ambulance Services consisting of Altru Health System, Northwood and 
Larimore Health Services.  When appropriate, Grand Forks AFB ambulance service can 
be requested.  Also available to the Incident Commander is a medical air service from 
GFAFB and GF Airport.  Mutual Aid Ambulance Services from outside of the county 
may be requested to provide backup at the discretion of the Incident Commander, based 
on the scope of the incident. 

 
4.4 Altru Health System Ambulance Service Witnessed Hazardous Material Incident 

Procedure With the recognition and confirmation of a potential Hazardous Material 
Incident, Altru Health System Ambulance, while viewing from a safe location will: 
 

1. If within Grand Forks County - Radio or telephone PSAP with notification and 
request for the nearest Fire Department, Hazmat Team and Law Enforcement to 
be dispatched to the scene or; 

 
2. If outside Grand Forks County - Radio or telephone State Radio with notification 

and request for nearest Fire Department, Hazmat Team and Law Enforcement to 
be dispatched to the scene 

 
3. Attempt to visualize and record any product identification numbers via placard or 

letter and relaying any pertinent information obtained to the Grand Forks County 
PSAP or State Radio. 

 
4.4.1 Radio Contact Radio or telephone contact with Altru Health System Emergency 

Department for notification to Emergency Department Physician and Hospital 
Supervisor of preparation of Ready Alert and for the potential number of victims 
and the type and quantity of material involved in the incident. 
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4.4.2 Traffic Control to keep traffic from entering the area until the arrival of Law 
Enforcement personnel or Haz-Mat Team who will take over the securing of the 
scene. 

 
4.4.3 Put on Protective Suits, gloves, boots, masks and shields to prepare for the 

patients, which may walk/drive up to the ambulance for assistance.  Assess and 
treat any victims in the safe zone who were not directly involved in the incident, 
providing no contamination may be passed onto the care provider or into the 
ambulance or equipment used to treat these patients. 

 
4.4.4 Prepare the Vehicle for the possible transport of patients by closing the access 

between the driver’s compartment from the patient care compartment. 
 
4.4.5 Assist Law Enforcement with the traffic control and evacuation of the immediate 

area until the Incident Command System can be fully established with required 
number of units and personnel. 

 
4.5 Procedure -- Requested Medical Assistance  
 

4.5.1 With the Dispatch of Altru Health System Ambulance for a potential Hazardous 
Material Incident, one team will respond to the designated coordinates of the 
incident.  The team will park in the designated cold zone as directed per Incident 
Command.  Baseline vitals may be requested for Haz-mat Team members and 
assistants, prior to their entry into the contamination area. 

 
4.5.2 Radio Contact upon arrival at the scene, radio or telephone Altru Health 

Emergency Health Department to confirm Haz-mat incident.  Directly notify 
Emergency Department physician and Hospital Supervisor of number of victims, 
and the type and quantity of materials involved in the incident. 

 
4.5.3 Put on Protective Suits, gloves, boots, masks and shields to prepare for the 

patients, which may walk/drive up to the ambulance for assistance.  Assess and 
treat any victims in the safe zone who were not directly involved in the incident, 
providing no contamination may be passed onto the care provider or into the 
ambulance or equipment used to treat these patients. 
 

4.5.4 Second Team will activate the call list in the event of additional personnel needed 
on scene or in the EOD for the assistance of patient care.  The MCI/Hazmat 
vehicle should be prepared to respond after verification of the need for additional 
staff is made. 

 
Incoming and future personnel dispatched should respond to designated cold zone 
with the MCI/Hazmat vehicle, preparing it for the possible transportation of 
patients after decontamination.  The access between the driver’s compartment 
from the patient area compartment should be closed. 
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4.5.5 Altru Health Systems Ambulance Personnel will await the decontamination of the 
patients by the Hazmat response team.  Once the decontamination steps have been 
completed, the patients may be “cocooned” in plastic, dependant of the material 
exposure, to provide added safety to the care provider during transportation. 

 
(In all Haz-Mat Incidents, consideration of exposure must be reduced to a 
minimum.) 

 
Equipment usage will be limited to what is absolute for the treatment and life 
support of the patient, O2, IV solutions, dressing and bandages.  All patients will 
be delivered to the designated area of Altru Health System for further 
decontamination and treatment, further decreasing exposure to the facility and 
staff within the facility responsible for patient care. 

 
4.6 Northwood/Larimore Ambulance Service Witnessed Haz-Mat Incident Procedure 

With the recognition and confirmation of a potential Hazardous Material Incident, the 
staff of the Northwood or Larimore Ambulance, while viewing from a safe distance:  
 

1. If within Grand Forks County - Radio or telephone PSAP with notification and 
request for the nearest Fire Department, Hazmat Team and Law Enforcement to 
be dispatched to the scene or; 

 
2. If outside Grand Forks County - Radio or telephone State Radio with notification 

and request for nearest Fire Department, Hazmat Team and Law Enforcement to 
be dispatched to the scene 

 
3. Attempt to visualize and record any product identification numbers via placard or 

letter and relaying any pertinent information obtained to the Grand Forks County 
PSAP or State Radio. 

 
4.6.1 Radio Contact with Northwood Deaconess Health Center and/or Altru Health 

System Emergency Department for notification of the Hazmat incident occurring; 
giving the Emergency Department the potential number of victims and the type of 
material involved if possible. 

 
4.6.2 Control Traffic to keep from entering area until arrival of law enforcement 

personnel takes over the securing of the scene. 
 
4.6.3 Put on Protective Suits, gloves, boots, masks, and shields to prepare for the 

patients that may walk or drive up to the ambulance for assistance.  Assess and 
treat any victims in the safe zone who were not directly involved in the incident, 
providing no contamination may be passed onto the care provider, or into the 
ambulance or equipment used to treat these patients. 
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4.6.4 Prepare the Vehicle for the possible transport of patients.  Place plastic drapes and 
linings inside ambulance sealing the driver’s compartment from the patient care 
compartment. 

 
4.6.5 Assist Law Enforcement with traffic control and evacuation of the immediate area 

until the Incident Command System can be fully established with required 
number of units. 

 
4.7 Northwood Deaconess or Larimore Ambulance Service Request Medical Assistance 

for Haz-Mat Incident 
 

4.7.1 With the Dispatch of the Northwood or Larimore Ambulance for a potential 
hazardous material incident, one ambulance will respond to the designated area 
within the cold zone as directed per Incident Commander.  Baseline vitals may be 
requested for Haz-mat team and assistants, before their entry into contamination 
area. 

 
4.7.2 Radio Contact Northwood Deaconess Hospital and/or Altru Health System to 

confirm the Haz-Mat incident and the number of victims and the type and 
quantity of material involved, if possible. 

 
4.7.3 Prepare the Vehicle by placing and securing plastic linings and sheets in patient 

compartment sealing driver’s compartment from the patient care compartment. 
 

4.7.4 Call Tree Activation for the additional staffing possibly needed in the Emergency 
Department or at the scene for assistance in-patient care. 

 
4.7.5 Northwood or Larimore Ambulance Personnel will await the decontamination of 

the patients by the Haz-Mat response team.  Once the patients have been 
thoroughly decontaminated, the patients may be “cocooned” in plastic, dependant 
of the material exposed to, to ensure safety to the care provider during 
transportation.  (All equipment usage will be limited to what is needed for 
treatments and life support of the patient such as oxygen, IV solutions, dressing 
and bandages.)  All patients will be delivered to the designated area of the facility 
to which transport is deemed necessary for possible further decontamination, to 
avoid the contamination of the facility and the care providers within the facility. 

 
4.7.6 Grand Forks County Ambulance Services 

 
Altru Health Systems Ambulance  Grand Forks  911 OR 746-2542 
Northwood Ambulance Service  Northwood  911 OR 746-2542 
Larimore Ambulance Service   Larimore  911 OR 746-2542 
Grand Forks AFB Ambulance Service GFAFB  911 OR 746-2542 

 
4.8 Rescue Services Local Grand Forks County Rescue Services shall provide rescue 

service.  See Page 37 (C.7.3.1 and C.7.3.2.)  Mutual Aid rescue services from outside of 
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the county may be requested to provide backup at the discretion of the Incident 
Commander or based on the scope of the incident. 

 
4.9 Grand Forks County/City Health Department will respond to the scene at the request 

of the Incident Commander.  The Health Department will be part of the Planning 
Component of the Incident Command system.  This section details how health personnel 
can be summoned and utilized. 

 
4.9.1 County/City Health will provide technical assistance to the Planning Commander 

as follows: 
• Notify the appropriate agency regarding potential areas of toxic chemical 

contamination and assist in providing public notification, clean up and 
disposal services. 

• Recommend protective actions for the public and environment. 
• Serve as liaison between local government, State Health and EPA. 
• Coordinate the inspection of temporary shelters for sanitation, water 

supply, chemical exposure, etc. 
• Coordinate surveillance to determine areas with potential water supply 

contamination or water distribution failure. 
• Coordinate surveillance to determine the extent of sewage disposal failure. 
• Inform the Public Information Officer on matters such as food and water 

safety for the PIO to relay to citizens through media resources. 
• Coordination with the University of North Dakota Environmental Health 

and Safety Office. 
• Coordinate and provide mortuary services, including investigating cause 

of sudden unexpected, non-natural deaths, handling mass deaths and 
burials and body identification and disposition. 

• Maintain vital records, including a recording of environmental health, 
public health and death data. 

 
4.9.2 Environmental Health The Incident Commander, in cooperation with the Health 

Department, City Public Works Department/County Highway Superintendent 
shall, to the best of their ability, act to protect area water and sanitation resources 
from chemical contamination.  The County/City Health Department would make 
recommendations to the Incident Commander concerning public and 
environmental protective actions.  The decision on proper protective actions shall 
be based on the quantity and hazardous properties of the material released, the 
population threatened, including special populations, i.e. schools, hospitals, etc. 
the ability to control an evacuation or shelter in place, the weather conditions and 
the amount of time to perform the steps. 

 
4.9.3 State and Federal Health programs require responsible parties to investigate and 

remedy environment and health threats cause by their spills.  Often these actions 
take place off-site of the spill.  They usually begin somewhat later than the public 
safety protection response, but they can go on for a much longer period.  The 
actions could include the placement of containment and recovery booms and pads, 
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sampling of run-off and rivers, excavating soil, sampling smoke, performing 
hydrogeological investigations, retrieving and cleaning affected waterfowl, 
closing drinking water intakes, providing an alternate water supply, etc.  
Generally, in a major incident, the environment and health protection actions are 
conducted by the responsible party and are overseen by State or Federal 
authorities, not the local commander.  Local police and fire personnel are 
however, often asked to assist. 

 
4.9.4 State and Federal Cost Recovery It is possible that the responsible party is unable 

or unwilling to adequately or quickly undertake the environmental and health 
protection actions required by State or Federal authorities.  In those cases, state or 
federal authorities will assume a more direct role.  This is done through 
investigation or clean-up contractors using governmental funds such as State or 
Federal Superfund or the Oil Pollution Fund.  The costs of these direct 
government actions will be recovered later from the responsible party.  The 
decision to assume governmental control of environmental and health follow-up 
of an incident is dependent on the severity of the incident, the cost and duration of 
required actions and the resources available to the State in which the incident 
occurred. 
 

C.5 RESPONSE PERSONNEL SAFETY 
 
 The physical and mental demands associated with firefighting and other emergency 

operations, coupled with the environmental dangers of extreme heat and humidity or 
extreme cold, create conditions that can have an adverse impact upon the safety and 
health of the individual emergency responder.  Members who are not provided adequate 
rest and rehydration during emergency operations or training exercises are at increased 
risk for illness or injury, and may jeopardize the safety of others on the incident scene.  
When emergency responders become fatigued, their ability to operate safely is impaired.  
Therefore, their reaction time is reduced and their ability to make critical decisions 
diminishes.  Rehabilitation is an essential element on the incident scene to prevent more 
serious conditions such as heat exhaustion and heat stroke. 

 
5.1 Purpose To ensure that the physical and mental condition of members operating at the 

scene of an emergency or a training exercise does not deteriorate to a point that affects 
the safety of each member or that jeopardizes the safety and integrity of the operation. 

 
5.2 Scope This procedure shall apply to all emergency operations and training exercises 

where strenuous physical activity or exposure to heat or cold exists. 
 
5.3 Responsibilities 

 
5.3.1 Incident Commander shall consider the circumstances of each incident and make 

adequate provisions early in the incident for the rest and rehabilitation for all 
members operating at the scene.  These provisions shall include: medical 
evaluation, treatment and monitoring, food and fluid replenishment, mental rest, 



 

 

 
 

31

and relief from extreme climatic conditions and the other environmental 
parameters of the incident.  The rehabilitation shall include the provision of 
Emergency Medical Services (EMS) at the Basic Life Support (BLS) level or 
higher. 

 
5.3.2 Supervisors shall maintain an awareness of the condition of each member 

operating within their span of control and ensure that adequate steps are taken to 
provide for each member’s safety and health.  The command structure shall be 
utilized to request relief and the reassignment of fatigued crews. 

 
5.3.3 Personnel during periods of hot weather shall be encouraged to drink water 

throughout the workday.  During any emergency incident or training evolution all 
members shall advise their supervisor when they believe that their level of fatigue 
or exposure to heat or cold is approaching a level that could affect themselves, 
their crew or the operation in which they are involved.  Members shall also 
remain aware of the health and safety of other members on their crew. 

 
5.4 Establishment of Rehabilitation Sector 

 
5.4.1 Responsibility The Incident Commander will establish a rehabilitation sector or 

group when conditions indicate that rest and rehabilitation is needed for personnel 
operating at an incident scene or training evolution.  A member will be placed in 
charge of the sector/group and shall be known as the Rehab Officer.  The Rehab 
Officer will typically report to the Logistics Officer in the framework of the 
incident management system. 

 
5.4.2 Location for the rehabilitation area will normally be designated by the Incident 

Commander.  If a specific location has not been designated, the Rehab Officer 
shall select an appropriate location based on the site characteristics and 
designations below. 

 
5.4.3 Site Characteristics 

• It should be in a location that will provide physical rest by allowing the 
body to recuperate from the demands and hazards of the emergency 
operations or training evolution. 

• It should be far enough away from the scene that members may safely 
remove their turnout gear and Self Contained Breathing Apparatus and be 
afforded mental rest from the stress and pressure of the emergency 
operation or training evolution. 

• It should provide suitable protection from the prevailing environmental 
conditions.  During hot weather, it should be in a cool, shaded area.  
During cold weather, it should be in a warm, dry area. 

• It should enable members to be free of exhaust fumes from apparatus, 
vehicles or equipment (including those involved in the rehabilitation 
sector/group operations.) 



 

 

 
 

32

• It should be large enough to accommodate multiple crews, based on the 
size of the incident. 

• It should be easily accessible by Emergency Medical Service Units. 
• It should allow prompt re-entry back into the emergency operation upon 

complete recuperation. 
 

5.4.4 Site Designations 
• A nearby garage, building lobby or other structure. 
• Several floors below a fire in a high rise building. 
• A school bus, municipal bus or bookmobile. 
• Fire apparatus, ambulance or other emergency vehicles at the scene or 

called to the scene. 
• Retired fire apparatus or surplus government vehicle that has been 

renovated as a Rehabilitation Unit. (This unit could respond by request or 
be dispatched during certain weather conditions.) 

• An open area in which a rehab area can be created using tarps, fan etc. 
 

5.4.5 Resources The Rehab Officer shall secure all necessary resources required to 
adequately staff and supply the Rehabilitation Area.  The supplies should include 
the items listed below: 

• Fluids – water, activity beverage, oral electrolyte solutions and ice. 
• Food – soup, broth, stew in hot/cold cups. 
• Medical – blood pressure cuffs, stethoscopes, oxygen administration 

devices, cardiac monitors, intravenous solutions and thermometers. 
• Other – awnings, fans, tarps, smoke ejectors, heaters, dry clothing, extra 

equipment, floodlights, blankets and towels, traffic cones and fire-line tape 
(to identify the entrance and exit of the rehab area.) 

 
5.5 Guidelines - Rehabilitation Sector/Group Establishment Rehabilitation should be 

considered by staff officers during the initial planning stages of an emergency response.  
However, the climatic or environmental conditions of the emergency scene should not be 
the sole justification for establishing a rehabilitation area.  Any activity/incident that is 
large in size, long duration and/or labor intensive will rapidly deplete the energy and 
strength of personnel and therefore merits consideration for rehabilitation. 

 
5.5.1 Hydration A critical factor in the prevention of heat injury is the maintenance of 

water and electrolytes.  Water must be replaced during exercise periods and at 
emergency incidents. 

 
5.5.2 Nourishment The department shall provide food at the scene of an extended 

incident when units are engaged for three or more hours. 
 

5.5.3 Rest The “two air bottle rule” or 45 minutes of work-time, is recommended as an 
acceptable level before mandatory rehabilitation.  Members shall rehydrate (at 
least eight ounces) while Self Contained Breathing Apparatus cylinders are being 
changed.  Fire fighters having worked for two full 30 minute rated bottles or 45 
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minutes shall be immediately placed in the Rehabilitation Area for rest and 
evaluation.  In all cases, the objective evaluation of members fatigue level shall be 
the criteria for rehab time. 

 
5.5.4 Recovery Members in the Rehabilitation Area should maintain a high level of 

hydration.  Members should not be moved from a hot environment directly into an 
air-conditioned area because the body’s cooling system could shut down in 
response to the external cooling. 

 
5.5.5 Emergency Medical Services and Evaluation should be provided and staffed by 

the most highly trained and qualified EMS personnel on the scene at a minimum 
of basic life support level.  They shall evaluate vital signs, examine members and 
make proper disposition (return to duty, continued rehabilitation or medical 
treatment and transport to medical facility).  Continued rehabilitation should 
consist of additional monitoring of vital signs, providing rest and providing fluids 
for rehydration.  Medical treatment for members whose signs and/or symptoms 
indicate a potential problem should be provided in accordance with local medical 
control procedures.  Emergency Medical Service personnel shall be assertive in an 
effort to find potential medical problems early, heart rate and temperature.  The 
heart rate should be measured for 30 seconds as early as possible in the rest 
period. 

 
5.5.6 Documentation All medical evaluations shall be recorded on standard forms along 

with the members’ name.  Medical complaints must be signed, dated and timed by 
the Rehab Officer or his/her designee. 
 

5.5.7 Accountability Members assigned to the rehabilitation sector/group shall enter 
and exit the rehabilitation area as a crew.  The crew designation, number of 
crewmembers and the times of entry to and exit from the Rehabilitation Area shall 
be documented by the Rehab Officer or his/her designee on a Company Check 
In/Out Sheet.  Crews shall not leave the Rehabilitation Area until authorized to do 
so by the Rehab Officer. 
 

C.6 PERSONAL PROTECTION OF CITIZENS 
 
 During any hazardous material emergency it is essential that the citizens of the 

community be protected to the greatest degree possible from the adverse effects of 
exposure to hazardous materials involved in an incident. 

 
6.1 Protective Actions to preserve the health and safety of the public during an incident 

involving release(s) of hazardous materials are evacuation, shelter in place or a 
combination of both. 

 
6.1.1 Recommendations The Health Department would make recommendations to the 

Incident Commander concerning public and environmental protective actions.  
The decision on proper protective actions shall be based on the quantity and 
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hazardous properties of the material released, the population threatened, including 
special populations, schools, hospitals etc., the ability to control an evacuation or 
shelter in place, the weather conditions and the amount of time to perform the 
steps. 

 
6.1.2 Responsibility The Incident Commander shall be responsible for determining the 

protective actions to take and advising the Grand Forks State Area Warning 
Officer as to what warning and communication procedures should be executed as 
outlined in the Warning Annex of the Grand Forks Combined Emergency 
Operations Plan.  If evacuation were deemed necessary, or shelter in place, law 
enforcement would implement the procedures. 

 
6.1.2-1 Law Enforcement Commander The senior ranking law enforcement 

officer of the jurisdiction involved would be in charge of all law 
enforcement units and is known as the Law Enforcement Commander. 

 
6.1.2-2 Shelter in Place The following instructions shall be given to citizens 

during a shelter in place situation by the Public Information Officer (PIO): 
• Direct people to go quickly inside a building and remain until notified 

by television, radio or other means that the danger has passed. 
• Close all doors and windows. 
• Shut off all ventilation, heating and cooling systems. 
• Do not use a fireplace or wood stove.  Put out any burning fires and 

close the damper. 
• Listen to your local radio or televisions stations for further instruction. 
• Will provide additional information to citizens for some hazardous 

materials release circumstances. 
• Will provide appropriate shelter locations, inside, upstairs, downstairs, 

or downwind side of building. 
• Personal protection that may be taken such as wet towels over the 

mouth and nose. 
• Reference Section 7 of the Red River Valley Sub-Area Emergency 

Response Action Plan for evacuation or shelter in place procedures to 
follow in the event of an incident. 

 
6.12-3 Evacuation The following instructions shall be given to citizens when they 

are notified to evacuate.  The volume of information may be reduced if the 
Incident Commander determines that the circumstances or warning 
methods to be used does not allow for effective communication of all 
information. 
• Evacuation, act immediately. 
• Follow directions given by officials along evacuation routes. 
• Turn off main switches for utilities. 
• Gather only what you need most, i.e. special medicines. 
• Do not use the telephone unless it is an emergency. 
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• Do not call your children’s school or go to pick them up.  They will be 
the first ones moved if any evacuation is necessary.  You will be 
notified by radio or television where you can pick up your children. 

• Lock the house or building when you leave. 
• Car-pool if possible, ride with a neighbor or friend.  Keep all windows 

and vents closed; turn on the radio for evacuation routes and up to date 
information. 

• Evacuations routes shall be directed upwind or crosswind from the 
effected area.  Shelter locations for evacuees shall be upwind and/or 
far enough away so they will not have to be moved again if the wind 
shifts and shall be under the direction and control of the American Red 
Cross. 

 
6.1.2-4 Transportation of evacuees shall be by private vehicles, school buses or 

other public or private vehicles as necessary. 
 
6.2 Human Services It is essential during any emergency situation, either chemical or 

otherwise, that the person(s) which have been evacuated from their homes or businesses 
due to impending danger to life and health or actual destruction of property be provided 
with essential human services.  These essential services should include, but not be limited 
to food, clothing and shelter.  In case of an emergency requiring human services, the 
Emergency Operations Center shall contact the American Red Cross and/or the Salvation 
Army for assistance in this area. 

 
6.2.1 American Red Cross will provide temporary housing, mass care shelter and 

feeding facilities, emergency first aid and medical services, welfare inquires, 
information services and financial assistance for essentials base on the immediate 
need at the time of the emergency.  This agency will operate under the Logistics 
Command. 

 
6.2.2 Salvation Army will assist the American Red Cross with food collection and 

distribution; provide clothing, bedding, essential furnishings and spiritual and 
family counseling for displaced individuals during an emergency.  This agency 
will operate under the Logistics Command. 
 

6.2.3 Other Agencies may be called or may volunteer to assist with human services 
during times of emergencies.  These agencies or citizen groups may include civic 
organizations, church groups, businesses etc.  These agencies may provide human 
services support in the area of shelter, food, clothing or other immediate needs 
during an emergency. 

 
C.7 FIRE AND RESCUE SERVICES 
 

• Will provide emergency response to hazardous materials incidents within Grand 
Forks City/County. 
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• Will use the National Fire Academy Incident Command System while operating 
at any Haz-mat incident in Grand Forks City/County. 

• Will perform as Incident Commander for their respective fire jurisdictions where 
the Haz-mat incident occurs. 

• Will effectively use all equipment and personnel as well as mutual aid equipment 
and personnel to save lives and property. 

• Will provide coordination and control of personnel and equipment through the 
Grand Forks County Public Safety Answering Point and at the Mobile Command 
Post near the scene. 

• Will provide personnel and equipment for decontamination and emergency 
medical aid at the scene of a hazardous materials incident. 

• Will provide personnel and equipment for control and containment of a hazardous 
materials release and fire involving hazardous materials whenever possible. 

• Will operate at Haz-mat incidents per their departments’ individual standard 
operating procedures. 

 
7.1 Containment and Clean Up of a hazardous material spill or release is of vital concern to 

the citizens of Grand Forks City/County.  The fire departments, being the agency 
responsible for the initial response, shall perform to the best of their ability any necessary 
measures for the control of a hazardous materials release.  These efforts will focus on 
limiting the effects of a release on people, property and the environment.  Containment 
by the fire department of a hazardous materials release is the responsibility of the owner 
or transporter of the material. 

 
7.1.1 Containment by the Fire Department of a hazardous material release shall consist 

of operations that limit the size of the initial release and attempt to mitigate 
adverse effects on the community. 

 
7.1.2 Clean Up and Disposal of a hazardous materials release is the responsibility of the 

owner or transporter of the material.  Clean–up and disposal measures must be 
coordinated between the responsible party and the state/federal regulatory 
agencies or private clean-up and disposal contractors as determined by the nature 
and severity of the release. 

 
7.2 Documentation The Incident Commander shall be responsible for documentation of a 

hazardous material incident by means of the Fire Incident Report and the Hazardous 
Material Data Sheet as well as necessary reports on injuries and casualties as appropriate 
for the specific incident. 

 
7.3 Mutual and Response Fire department responding Mutual Aid will report to the staging 

area for reassignment.  Fire departments will operate under the Operations Commander. 
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7.3.1 GRAND FORKS COUNTY FIRE DEPARTMENTS 
 
Northwood Fire Department Northwood 911 OR 746 2542 
 
Manvel Fire Department Manvel 911 OR 746 2542 
 
Emerado Fire Department Emerado 911 OR 746 2542 
 
Inkster Fire Department Inkster 911 OR 746 2542 
 
Grand Forks Fire Department Grand Forks 911 OR 746-2566 
 
Reynolds Fire Department Reynolds 911 OR 746 2542 
 
Gilby Fire Department Gilby 911 OR 746 2542 
 
Niagara Fire Department Niagara 911 OR 746 2542 
 
Larimore Fire Department Larimore 911 OR 746 2542 
 
GF Airport Authority Fire Department Grand Forks 911 OR 795-6984 
 
Thompson Fire Department Thompson 911 OR 599-2121 
 

7.3.2 GRAND FORKS COUNTY EMERGENCY MEDICAL/RESCUE 
 
Grand Forks Fire Department Grand Forks 911 OR 746-2566 
 
Grand Forks Airport Rescue Grand Forks 911 OR 795-6984 
 
Grand Forks Water Rescue Grand Forks 911 OR 780-8280 
 
Altru Health Systems Grand Forks 911 OR 780-5000 
 
Thompson Rescue Thompson 911 OR 599-2121 
 
Emerado Rescue Service Emerado 911 OR 746 2542 
 
Gilby Rescue Service Gilby 911 OR 746 2542 
 
Reynolds Rescue Service Reynolds 911 OR 746 2542 
 
Larimore Rescue Service Larimore 911 OR 746 2542 
 
Northwood Rescue Service Northwood 911 OR 746 2542 
 
Inkster Rescue Service Inkster 911 OR 746 2542 
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C.8 LAW ENFORCEMENT will coordinate and prioritize their duties at a hazardous 

materials scene; and if necessary: 
• Provide crime prevention strategies to deter looting and safeguard property. 
• Provide efficient service to the public delivering effective crowd, traffic and civil 

disorder responses. 
• Provide resources to assist in the rapid dissemination of warning and emergency 

information. 
 

8.1 Law Enforcement Commander The highest ranking law enforcement officer or 
designee having jurisdiction over the Haz-Mat incident will be in charge of all law 
enforcement units and will be known as the Law Enforcement Commander.  The Law 
Enforcement Commander will operate under Logistics Command. 

 
8.2 Grand Forks County Sheriff / Police Departments Develop an overall plan or policy 

that will coordinate the Incident Command System, Law Enforcement Command 
Structure, Strategies for Law Enforcement Response and Command and Control of Field 
Forces. 

• Maintain Law and Order. 
• Traffic Control. 
• Maintain Site Security. 
• Notify Public of Protective Actions. 
• Implement Evacuation Orders. 
• Investigate or Assist in the Investigation of Criminal Activity. 

 
D.1 DOCUMENTATION AND INVESTIGATIVE FOLLOW UP 
 
The North Dakota Hazardous Materials Incident Report / Mandatory Hazardous Material 
Release reporting information is to be completed by the facility responsible for the release of a 
hazardous material within the City / County of Grand Forks.  See following attachment. 
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NORTH DAKOTA HAZARDOUS MATERIALS 

INCIDENT REPORT 

MANDATORY HAZARDOUS MATERIAL RELEASE 

REPORTING INFORMATION: 

 
DATE: ______________________ TIME: ______________INCIDENT#_________________ 
 
CONTACT PERSON: __________________________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS: ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
WORK PHONE: (       ) ___________________HOME PHONE: (       ) ___________________ 
 
LOCATION OF INCIDENT: _____________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
IDENTITY OF SUBSTANCE: 
 
TRADE NAME: _______________________________________________________________ 
 
CHEMICAL NAME: ______________________________CAS # ________________________ 
 
WHAT QUANTITY OF THE SUBSTANCE HAS BEEN RELEASED? ___________________ 
 
FOR RADIOACTIVE MATERIAL: 
 
ISOTOPE: _______________________QUANTITY: _________________(curies or bequerels) 
 
RADIOACTIVE PLACARDS? YES ________NO ________ 
 
CONTAINER LABEL(s) RAM YELLOW III / RAM YELLOW II / RAM WHITE I 
 
SURVEY METER READINGS: __________________________________ (MR/HR OR CPM) 
 
INSTRUMENT: _________________________RANGE SETTING: ______________________ 
 
IS THIS SUBSTANCE ON THE ‘CERCLA’ LIST? YES ____  NO ____ DON’T KNOW ____ 
 
IS THIS SUBSTANCE ON ‘SARA’ LIST?  YES ______  NO ______ DON’T KNOW _______ 
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“SPECIAL NOTE:” IF USER DOES NOT KNOW, THE DEM REACT OFFICER OR 
OPERATIONS OFFICER SHOULD CONTACT HEALTH DEPARTMENT OFFICIALS OR 
USE RESOURCE BOOK #13 TO DETERMINE IF SUBSTANCE IS ON EITHER LIST AND 
REMIND LOCAL RESPONSIBLE INDIVIDUALS OF THE REPORTING REQUIREMENTS. 
 
WHAT TIME DID THE RELEASE BEGIN? ________________________________________ 
 
WHAT IS THE DURATION OF THE RELEASE? ____________________________________ 
 
WHAT MEDIA IS AFFECTED BY THIS RELEASE? _____(AIR) ____(WATER) ____(SOIL) 
 
ARE THERE ANY KNOWN OR ANTICIPATED ACUTE OR CHRONIC HEALTH RISKS? 
 
YES _____NO _____DON’T KNOW _____WHAT ARE THEY? ________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

WHAT MEDICAL ADVICE HAS BEEN ISSUED? ___________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

WHAT PRECAUTIONARY MEASURES HAVE BEEN SUGGESTED? __________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

IS THIS AN OFFICIAL NOTIFICATION OF THE STATE EMERGENCY RESPONSE 
COMMISSION (S.E.R.C.) YES _______NO _______ 
 
IS STATE ASSISTANCE NEEDED? YES ______NO ______IF YES, SPECIFY WHAT KIND 

OF ASSISTANCE IS NEEDED AND COMPLETE PART II OF THIS REPORT.____________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

“PLEASE NOTE” 
 
DOES THE CARRIER/USER/FACILITY UNDERSTAND THE STATE AND/OR FEDERAL 
REPORTING REQUIREMENTS UNDER CERCLA (COMPREHENSIVE 
ENVIRONMENTAL RESPONSE COMPENSATION, AND LIABILITY ACT OF 1980) AND 
SECTION 304, SARA TITLE III (SUPERFUND AMENDMENTS AND 
REAUTHORIZATION ACT OF 1986), WHEN AN EMERGENCY RELEASE OR SPILL OF 
HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCES OCCUR? YES _______NO _______ 

 



 

 

 
 

41

IF NO, THE OPERATIONS OFFICER OR REACT OFFICER SHOULD EXPLAIN THAT 
ALL EMERGENCY RELEASED OR SPILLED HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCES LISTED 
UNDER “SARA TITLE III” MUST BE REPORTED IMMEDIATELY TO: 
 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
 GRAND FORKS EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 
 122 SOUTH 5TH STREET OFFICE 21 
 GRAND FORKS, ND  58201 
 (701) 780-8213 
STATE GOVERNMENT 
 
 STATE EMERGENCY RESPONSE COMMISSION 
 BOX 511 
 BISMARCK, ND  58202-5511 
 1-800-472-2100 
 
IF RELEASED OR SPILLED SUBSTANCES IS LISTED UNDER “CERCLA”, THEY MUST 
ALSO REPORT IMMEDIATELY TO THE NATIONAL RESPONSE CENTER (1-800-424-
8802).  IF HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCES INVOLVE ETIOLOGICAL AGENTS, THE 
CENTER FOR DISEASE CONTROL MUST BE IMMEDIATELY NOTIFIED AT (404-633-
5313.) 
 
IF RADIOACTIVE MATERIAL IS INVOLVED IN THE ACCIDENT, NOTIFY DEM REACT 
OFFICER IMMEDIATELY 1-800-472-2100. 
 

ADDITIONAL INCIDENT INFORMATION 
 
WEATHER INFORMATION: 
 WIND DIRECTION _________________________SPEED _______________________ 
 
 RELATIVE HUMIDITY ______________________BAROMETER ________________ 
 
GENERAL CONDITIONS AND FORECAST:_______________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

CONTAINER INFORMATION: 
 
 TYPE: _________________________________________________________________ 
 
 CONDITION: ___________________________________________________________ 
 
 PLACARD DESCRIPTION: ________________________________________________ 
 
DESCRIPTION OF INCIDENT: __________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

 
 

42

LOCAL AGENCIES AN ORGANIZATIONS INVOLVED: 
 
 FIRE DEPARTMENTS ____________________________________________________ 
 
 LAW ENFORCEMENT ___________________________________________________ 
 
 EMERGENCY MEDICAL _________________________________________________ 
 
 HEALTH _______________________________________________________________ 
 
 PUBLIC WORKS ________________________________________________________ 
 
 OTHER ________________________________________________________________ 
 
OTHER INVOLVEMENT/ RESPONSE: 
 
 CHEMTREE (1-800-4234-9300) ____________________________________________ 
 
 NATIONAL RESPONSE CENTER (1-800-424-8802) ___________________________ 
 
 CENTER FOR DISEASE CONTROL (1-404-633-5313) _________________________ 
 
 OTHER INFORMATION: _________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

ATTACH THE ENTIRE REPORT TO THE  
INCIDENT LOG 

 
THIS REPORT WAS PREPARED BY: _____________________________________________ 
 
DATE PREPARED: ________________________# OF ATTACHMENTS: ________________ 
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E.1 TESTING THE PLAN refers to the exercise of all or part of the Hazardous Material 
Emergency Plan to ensure that all elements work in harmony.  All or part of the 
organizations and agencies involved may be active participants in the testing process.  
After the test, a critique by participants shall be held to identify any elements in the plan 
that need to be revised or updated.  This process shall assure that operational concepts are 
sound and resources are adequately prepared to carry out necessary functions in a 
hazardous materials emergency.  All agencies, organizations and local chemical facilities 
will be informed of the testing and will be invited to participate or observe, as 
appropriate, for the type of test planned. 

 
1.1 Responsibility The Local Emergency Planning Committee (LEPC) is responsible for the 

annual exercise of the Hazardous Materials Emergency Plan.  This exercise may be a 
tabletop, functional, or full-scale exercise. 

 
1.2 Revisions to the Grand Forks County Hazardous Materials Emergency Plan will 

originate from the Local Emergency Planning Committee.  Before revisions are finalized, 
the chairperson or co-chairpersons will approve the revisions recommended by the LEPC 
or its subcommittee. 

 
1.3 Responsibilities Those agencies or organizations that have response actions identified by 

these procedures share the responsibility for submitting updates to the LEPC, should 
procedures change or when deficiencies are found. 

 
1.4 Updates The LEPC is responsible for assuring that all holders of this plan receive 

updates when issued.  The plan shall be updated annually following each test or exercise 
of the plan.  Changes in the standard operating procedures, personnel assignments, 
emergency telephone listings and resources shall be reviewed for accuracy and 
functionality. 

 
F.1 OTHER TECHNICAL SUPPORT RESOURCES 
 
1.1 Responsibility for Equipment The Grand Forks LEPC shall purchase a computer and 

components for recording data required under the Superfund Amendment.  The Grand 
Forks Emergency Management Center shall maintain said equipment and said equipment 
is to be placed and utilized within the emergency management area. 

 
1.1.1 Emergency Situations The University of North Dakota can provide technical 

assistance by retrieving data necessary for emergency response situations related 
to hazardous materials on a 24-hour basis using a chemical database emergency 
information system.  The University of North Dakota Police Department is the 
contact point. 

 
1.1.2 Non-Emergency Situations All requests for hazardous materials data on a non-

emergency basis should be made through the University of North Dakota Safety 
Officer.  Hourly line fees for non-emergency data are the responsibility of the 
requesting agency. 
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F.2. REFERENCES 
 

1. Grand Forks Combined County/City Emergency Operations Plan. 

2. Grand Forks State Area Warning Point Plan. 

3. Standard Operating Procedures for First Responders (State Fire Marshall.) 

4. Guidebook for Initial Response to Hazardous Materials Incidents (DOT) 1990 
5800.4. 

 
5. Emergency Handling of Hazardous Materials in Surface Transportation Association of 

Railroads 1987. 
 
6. Fire Protection Guide on Hazardous Materials, Ninth Addition – National Fire 

Protection Association 1986. 
 
7. Hazardous Chemicals in the Workplace – N Irving Sax. 
 
8. NIOSH Pocket Guide to Chemical Hazards – US Department of Health 1990. 

9. Hazardous Materials Incident Analysis. 

10. Grand Forks City Code Book of 1987. 

11. King County, Washington, Hazardous Materials Emergency Plan. 

12. Seattle Washington, Hazardous Materials Emergency Plan. 

13. Red River Valley Sub-Area Emergency Response Action Plan. 
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G.1 ANNEX 1-SPECIAL TEAMS AVAILABLE TO INCIDENT COMMANDERS 
 

Different federal agencies can provide Special Forces that an Incident Commander may 
call upon for assistance during an oil spill or hazardous substance release.  These Special 
Forces are described below.  They may be requested through the agency’s RRT member. 

 
1.1 Environmental Response Team (ERT) 
 
  1.1.1 United States Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA): (908) 321-6740 

The U.S. EPA, ERT has expertise in treatment technology, biology, chemistry, 
hydrology, geology and engineering.  ERT can provide access to special 
decontamination equipment for chemical release.  It can also advise the On-Scene 
Commander (OSC) in the following areas: 

1. Hazard evaluation and risk assessment. 
2. Multimedia sampling and analysis. 
3. Water supply decontamination and protection. 
4. Degree of cleanup required. 

 
1.1.2 Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR): (404) 639-0615 

The ATSDR lead federal agency for hazardous materials incidents can provide 
the following experts for consultation and advice: 

1. Within 10 minutes – an emergency response coordinator. 
2. Within 20 minutes – a preliminary assessment team consisting of a 

toxicologist, chemist, environmental health scientist, physician and other 
health personnel as required. 

3. Within 8 hours – an on-site response team (if the incident warrants.) 
 

H.1 ANNEX 2-SUPPLEMENTARY 24-HOUR EMERGENCY TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

 

1.1 Center for Disease Control/Agency for Toxic Substance and Disease Registry 

(CDC/ATSDR)  (404) 639-0615 

 
1.2 Hazardous Materials Information Exchange (HMIX) (800) 752-6357 

 

1.3 National Weather Service Forecast office in Grand Forks, ND  (NWSGF) 

 (701) 795-5127 

 
1.4 University of North Dakota Severe Weather Information Systems  

 (UND) Severe Weather Information Systems (701) 777-2933 
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I.1 ANNEX 3-COMPUTER BULLETIN BOARDS 
 
1.1 National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration/Response Team System  

(NOAA RRT) Following is information concerning use of the NOAA RRT system 
computer bulletin board, created by the NOAA Hazardous Materials Response Branch.  
While there is no charge for access to the system, those who are not already users of 
NOAA E-mail must first contact the Hazardous Materials Response Branch to obtain an 
account name and password.  The address and telephone number of the Branch are as 
follows: 

NOAA (OMA341) 
7600 Sand Point Way NE 

Seattle, WA  98115 
(209) 526-6317 

 
1.2 Hazardous Materials Information Exchange (HMIX) The HMIX is available 24 hours 

a day, 7 days a week.  Each user is allowed 30 minutes of access time per session in the 
system.  The HMIX is not intended to provide assistance during an actual emergency.  
The two primary features of the HMIX are the Bulletin Board and the Message 
Exchange.  The bulletin board features allow the user to view: 

 
A. Main Board Bulletins – listing of current Haz-Mat news items. 
B. Topic Listings – a listing of subjects within the HMIX.   

The message exchange features allow the user to communicate with other users in 
three ways: 

1. Electronic Mail – sends and receives messages. 
2. Electronic File Transfer – uploads information onto the HMIX or 

download information from the system onto your computer. 
3. Chat – on-line communication with other users. 

 
The numbers for the system are 1-800-PLANFOR (752-6367) and 1-800-367-9592 in 
Illinois. 

 
1.3 Emergency Response Notification System (ERNS) is a nationwide centralized database 

supported by the U.S. EPA, the USCG, DOT and maintained by the Transportation 
Systems Center (TSC).  ERNS was established to meet the legal requirement set forth in 
the NCP, CERCLA, CWA and the Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act for a standardized 
interagency system for reporting the occurrence of unscheduled releases of oil or 
hazardous substances to the environment.  This information-sharing network documents 
every release notification received by the NRC, U.S. EPA headquarters and Regional 
offices and USCG.  It contains information on every reported release, including releases 
of non-hazardous substances and release below RQ levels, not only those that result in 
removal actions.  ERNS is a documenting system, not a tracking system.  In addition, 
ERNS is a more inclusive database.  The software for the ERNS and training to set up 
and use the system is available to state at no charge. 

 
1.4 Red River Valley Sub-Area Emergency Response Action Plan. 
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J.1 ANNEX 4 -MENTAL HEALTH ASPECTS OF DISASTER RESPONSE WORK 

 
Disaster work can be a uniquely rewarding and demanding experience.  In the event that 
counseling is needed during or following a disaster event contact the State of North 
Dakota at 701 328 3288 and request the Critical Incident Stress Management Team. 

 

K.1 ANNEX 5-EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 
 
1.1 Grand Forks Emergency Management Grand Forks Emergency Management, 122 

South 5th Street, Office #21, Monday – Friday, after hours or week-ends, notify the Grand 
Forks Public Safety Answering Point at #746-2542 and request Emergency Management 
to be paged and for what reason. 

 
1.2 Grand Forks Air Force Base – 747-4457 

L.1 ANNEX 6-REPORTS 
 
1.1 Required Information To the extent possible, when a spill or release is reported, the 

following information should be provided: 
 

1. Name, address and telephone number of the reporting individual. 

2. Name of the party or individual responsible for the incident. 

3. Mailing address of the responsible party or parties. 

4. Telephone number of the responsible party or parties. 

5. Date and time that the incident occurred or was discovered. 

6. Address and specific geographic location of the incident and identification of any 
waters into which spill occurred. 

 
7. Material spilled or released (trade name, chemical name, chemical composition, 

state of material, etc.) 
 
8. Source of spilled material. 

9. Cause of the release. 

10. Total quantity released. 

11. Whether the material was released to air, ground, water or subsurface. 
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12. Amount spilled into water. 

13. Weather conditions. 

14. Vessel name, rail car/truck number, or other identifying information. 

15. Name of carrier. 

16. Number and type of any injuries or fatalities. 

17. Whether evacuations have occurred. 

18. Description of cleanup action taken and plans for future action. 

19. Other agencies that have been notified or will be immediately notified. 

20. Any known or anticipated acute or chronic health risks that are associated with 
the emergency and, where appropriate, advice regarding medical attention 
necessary for exposed individuals. 

 
21. Proper precautions to take as a result of the release, including evacuation. 

22. Who can be contacted for further information? 

23. National resources that may be affected. 

24. Land owner (Federal/State/local government/private.) 

25. Estimated dollar amount of property damage. 

 
Additionally, SARA Title III requires that, following a release which required CERCLA 
notice, the owner/operator shall provide a written follow up emergency notice.  The 
written notice shall address the following: 

• Actions taken to respond to and contain the release. 
• Known or anticipated acute or chronic health risks associated with the release. 
• Advice regarding medical attention necessary for exposed individuals, as 

appropriate. 
 
All such notices necessitated by Title III must be submitted to the LEPC and SERC. 
 

M.1 WARNING ANNEX REFERENCE D - 2 
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Page 1 of 3 Grand Forks LEOP 
Warning Annex Reference D 2 
State Warning Plan 
Reference C 
Grand Forks Hazmat Operations Plan 
Page 57, Reference N.1 

 Revised 09/15/01: GFEM 

USE THIS WORKSHEET TO GATHER INFORMATION IN ORDER TO 

DISPATCH A HAZARDOUS MATERIALS INCIDENT: 
HAZARDOUS MATERIALS WORKSHEET 

 
Date_____________ Time___________ PSAP Employee______________________________ 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 
Location of incident_____________________________________________________________ 
 
Reported by__________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone # _______________ Address_______________________________________________ 
 
(If caller complains of burning or Itching eyes, problems breathing, etc. recommend caller to leave the 
area immediately.) 
 
Nature of incident (leak, explosion, spill, fire, derailment, etc.): 
 
Chemical name _______________________Color/Number of placard ____________________ 
 
Characteristics of material (color, amount, etc.) ______________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Circumstances and description of incident___________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Best access-Road blocked_____________________________________________________ 
 
Container type (truck, railcar, pipeline, drum, plane) ___________________________________ 
 
Injuries? _____________ If so, how many? _________________________________________ 
 
Wind direction and speed________________________________________________________ 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 
Follow-up information 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

Supervisor_____________________Incident/Dispatch/Event#___________________________ 
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Page 2 of 3 Grand Forks LEOP 
 Warning Annex Reference D-2 
 State Warning Plan 
 Reference C 
 Grand Forks Hazmat Operations Plan 
 Page 57, Reference N.1 
 Revised 09/15/01: GFEM 

Date _________________ 

 
Grand Forks State Area Warning Point 

PSAP Warning Procedures for Hazardous Materials Incident 
 
In the event of a major release or potential release, perform the following procedures: 
 
NOTE: If military-related, call GFAFB Command Post (701-747-6711) and continue with the 

following procedures:+ 
NOTE: If incident is in Traill County, notify Traill County Sheriffs Office: 701-436-4510; State 

Radio Unit #4700.  If incident affects Traill County only, STOP here. 
NOTE: If you are unable to contact any of the following personnel or departments, immediately 

notify your supervisor or PSAP Director. 
 
TIME/INITIAL: 
_______/______1. Copy the message exactly as received and acknowledge receipt (utilize the 

Hazardous Materials Worksheet to collect incident data) 
 
_______/______2. State Radio Notification 
 
_______/______3. Fire Department Dispatch: 

 a) City of Grand Forks incident 
1. Dispatch Grand Forks Fire Department (See Grand Forks Fire 

Department Dispatch Procedure)* 
 b) Rural incident 

1. Dispatch appropriate rural Fire Department.  Inform them the 
County Haz-Mat Team will be dispatched, Thompson, Grand 
Forks Airport, Larimore, Gilby, Emerado and Manvel will be 
dispatched 

2. Dispatch the Hazmat Team* 
_______ Grand Forks Fire Department_______ Airport Fire 
_______ Thompson ________ Larimore _______ Gilby 
_______ Emerado _________ Manvel 
 

________/______4. Police Department Dispatch: 
a) City of Grand Forks/WMD Incident 

1. Dispatch a police officer to the scene 
b) Rural incident 

1. Dispatch appropriate police department: 
_______ Thompson ______ Larimore 
_______ Northwood ______ Emerado  
2. Dispatch the following: 
_______ Grand Forks County Sheriff 
_______ Highway Patrol 
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Page 3 of 3 Grand Forks LEOP 
 Warning Annex Reference D-2 
 State Warning Plan 
 Reference C 
 Grand Forks Hazmat Operations Plan 
 Page 57, Reference N.1 
 Revised 09/15/01: GFEM 

Date__________________ 

 

TIME /INITIAL 

_______/______5. Ambulance Dispatch: 
a. City of Grand Forks incident 
 1. Dispatch Altru Ambulance 
b. Rural incident 
 1. Dispatch Altru and appropriate rural ambulance service 
 Larimore _____ Fordville _____ Aneta_____ Northwood_____ 

 
_______/______6. Page the Grand Forks County Emergency Management Office 772-7550, 

group page #9121; follow voice prompt 
 

Jim Campbell: (W) 780-8213 (H) 775-8962 (C) 701-739-1505 

Individual Pager #772-7550 Enter #9118 Follow voice prompt 

State Radio Unit #9118 

Assistant: (W) 780-8213 (C) 701-739-4993 

Individual pager #772-7550 Enter #9155 Follow voice prompt 

State Radio Unit #9155 

_______/______7. Notify East Grand Forks Warning Point 773-1101 
 

_______/______8. Notify PSAP Director 
 
_______/______9. Upon completion of the incident, forward pages 1,2 and 3 to the Emergency 

Management Office along with any pertinent information regarding this 
incident. 

 

++Military accidents/incidents include, but are not limited to, accidents/incidents involving 
missile movement, military convoys, missile sites or launch control facilities, downed aircraft, 
fires, explosions, etc. 
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Appendix 3  BRIC, Grand Forks County, The City of Grand Forks    

 

 
Appendix 3: Planning Level Cost Approximations 
 

Storm Water Pondc Building Pad Propane
Paved Parking 

Facility
Site 1 X1 $120,000 X2 Q1 $0 Available
Site 2 $0 $20,000 N/A Q3 $501,600 Available
Site 3 $6,000 $83,000 to $150,000 N/A Q2 $3,009,600 Available
Site 4 $0 $40,000 to $80,000 N/A Q2 $0 Available
Site 5 $17,000 $0 to $40,000 N/A PC1 $1,003,200 Available
Site 6 $17,000 minimal N/A PC1 $0 Available
Site 7 $17,000 $90,000 -$140,000 N/A Q2 $2,006,400 Available
Site 8 N1 $590,000 X1 Q4 $1,700,000 $2,300,000 $1,650,000 Available
Site 9 N1 minimal X1 Q2 $5,900,000 minimal $3,000,000 to $7,000,000 Available
Site 10 N1 $210,000 X1 Q2 $0 $45,000 - $1,500,000 Available
Site 11 $17,000 $140,000 - $210,000 X1 Q5 $1,003,200 $7,000 - $50,000 $332,500 Available

N/A Not Available
Q1
Q2
Q3
Q4
Q5
PC1
X1
X2
N1 Nodak Electric Cooperative can easily provide service.
a

b

c

d Where costs are shown, estimates assume a bituminous section for heavy truck loads at $19,000/100 linear feet. Estimated cost is based on improving existing dirt or gravel roads around site.

Site Improvements

$332,500

Estimated Planning Level Costs to Extend Services to Center of Site Frontage or Construct On-Site Improvements

Xcel Energy will look at cost justification, but gas service will likely only be feasible with a large demand.

Roadway 
Improvementsd

$38,000 / 10,000 SF

Basic services (phone and internet) can easily be provided by Qwest.
Basic service and possibly extended services can be provided with possible costs by Qwest.
Basic services can be provided by Qwest with conditioning costs. 

Certain areas of the site will see no charges for electricity extensions other areas will require line extensions and incur costs.

All services can be provided by Qwest with no anticipated costs. 
All services can be provided by Qwest with possible costs to provide fiber optic.  
Basic services (phone and internet) can be provided by Polar Comm.
Xcel Energy will look at cost justification and can easily provide service.

Cost of pond is based on 20 acre feet of storage for a 160-acre site, $20,000 outlet control, and $150,000 for 1000 linear feet of 48" RCP.

Electricitya Water Gas Communication
On-Site Septic or Sanitary 

Sewerb

Septic systems will have a wide range of cost depending on the specific industrial use (volume and content of water).

$30,000 / 10,000 SF

$7,000 - $50,000
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Appendix 4: New Business Review - Business Opportunity Questionnaire, BNSF 
Railway 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



New Business Review 
Business Opportunity Questionnaire 

 

In order to assist us in developing a listing of quality sites for your project, please fill out the following form in as much detail as possible. We 
realize that you may not have certain data in the early stages of your search. Thank you in advance. BNSF's Economic Development Team.

 = Required Field 
Customer Name: Location City For Your Project:: Location State For Your Project:: 

  Select a State

Contact First Name: Contact Last Name: Phone #: E-mail: 

Regional Economic Development Team: 

 Select

1. Will you be shipping, receiving or both? 

Shipping Receiving Both

2. What is the commodity? 

 Select

3. What volume of traffic do you anticipate (in carloads)? 

 (numbers only)    <Select Frequency>

4. Is the volume steady or seasonal? 
Steady Seasonal    Winter Spring Summer Fall

5. Is there a planned end to the move? 

Yes   If yes, click here to select the date?  

No

6. Estimated Industry Investment: 

   Budget Year:   Select

7. Potential # of Jobs Created: 

8. How will the product be loaded/unloaded? 

9. What type of railcars will you use? 

 Select

10. Will the railcars be BNSF, privately owned, or leased? 
BNSF Leased Privately Owned

11. What are the origin-destination pairs for your traffic? 
 
Origin: 

     Select a State
Destination: 

  Select a State
Origin: 

     Select a State
Destination: 

  Select a State
Origin: 

     Select a State
Destination: 

  Select a State

Page 1 of 2New Business Review

4/29/2008http://newdomino.bnsf.com/website/bnsfoppty.nsf/external?open



Origin: 

     Select a State
Destination: 

  Select a State
Origin: 

     Select a State
Destination: 

  Select a State
Origin: 

     Select a State
Destination: 

  Select a State

12. Will you switch your own cars on your site? 
Yes No

13. How many car spots will your facility need? 

 (numbers only)

14. How frequently will you require rail service? (e.g., Daily, Twice a Day, Twice a Week, etc.) 

15. What is your anticipated start up of operations? Click here to select the date. 

16. Infrastructure Track Requirements: 
Track Lease New Facility Rehabilitation of Existing Track 

17. Is the site currently rail served, or is new construction needed? 

 

18. Do you have engineering plans for new construction? 
Yes No

19. Do you have an engineering consultant? 

Yes No  <Enter Name Here>

20. Do you have a rail contractor? 

Yes No  <Enter Name Here>

21. If the facility exists, is your product currently moving to/from this facility? 

Yes No    If yes, what mode does it use? 

22. If the facility does NOT exist, what prompts the investments? 
Expansion Consolidation of existing facilities Other (Describe) 

 

23. Are there any other issues to be considered? 

  

 
Send Survey

 
 

Report railroad emergencies: BNSF Resource Protection Team (800.832.5452)  
Terms of Use  /   Privacy Policy  /   Contact Us  /   Site Map  /   Feedback  

© 2008 BNSF Railway Company. All Rights Reserved.  

Page 2 of 2New Business Review

4/29/2008http://newdomino.bnsf.com/website/bnsfoppty.nsf/external?open
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Appendix 5: Population Table 
 
 

Local Populations 
Grand Forks County, ND 

City Population Labor 
Force* 

Grand Forks 50,372 29357 
Thompson 1006 586 
Reynolds 350 204 
Northwood 959 559 
Larimore 1,433 835 
Niagara 57 33 
Inkster 102 59 
Gilby 243 142 
Johnstown 91 53 
Manvel 370 216 
Emerado 510 297 
Total for GF County 66,983 39,038 

Polk County, MN  

City Population Labor 
Force* 

East Grand Forks 8,211 4,680 
Crookston 7,809 4,451 
Fisher 435 248 
Total for Polk 

County 31,088 17,733 

From 2005 US Census 
*Estimated for small communities based on percentage for county. 
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Appendix 6: Weight Restrictions 
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Appendix 7: Grand Forks County Data Maps 
 
 
Figure 1 
Zoning Map of Grand Forks County 
 
Figure 2 
Future Land Use Map of Grand Forks County 
 
Figure 3 
Aquifer Map of Grand Forks County 
 
Figure 4 
Floodplain Map of Grand Forks County 
 
Figure 5 
Railroad Map of Grand Forks County 
 
Figure 6a 
Prime Soils Map of Grand Forks County 
 
Figure 6b 
Septic Soils Map of Grand Forks County 
 
Figure 6c 
Saline Soils Map of Grand Forks County 
 
Figure 7 
National Wetland Inventory Map of Grand Forks County 
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1.0 Introduction 
 
SRF Consulting Group, Inc. contracted Beaver Creek Archaeology, Inc. (BCA) to 
perform a Level I Cultural Resource Inventory (Literature Review/File Search) for a land 
study project for Grand Forks County, North Dakota. There are eleven study areas 
located in Grand Forks County, North Dakota. 
 
The file search was conducted at the North Dakota State Historic Preservation Office 
(NDSHPO) on March 18th, 2008. There were a total of twenty-four manuscripts, seven 
sites and two site leads found within the eleven study areas.  
 
This report contains information about currently recorded Historic and Pre-historic sites 
and the potential for such sites. It also shows previous Cultural Resource Inventories 
less than ten years old within the eleven study areas (see appendix A).  In addition, a 
brief environmental description of the overall project area is included as well as 
recommendations for future Cultural Resource Inventories.  
 
2.0 Project Goal 
 
The goal of the Level I Cultural Resource Inventory is to provide SRF Consulting Group, 
Inc. and the Base Realignment Impact Committee with knowledge of the Cultural 
Resources and the potential of Cultural Resources within the eleven study areas.  This 
knowledge can aid in future planning and to help avoid such resources and thereby 
comply with federal and state regulations.  
 
3.0 Environment 
 
The overall project area is situated in the Red River Valley within the Glaciated Plains. 
The eleven study areas are situated in the Floodplains/Low Terraces area found within 
the Northern Red River Archaeological Study Unit # 9 as found in the Archaeological 
Component of the North Dakota Comprehensive Plan for Historic Preservation. The 
overall project area is susceptible to annual flooding.  
 
The eleven study areas in Grand Forks County, North Dakota are situated in the tall 
grass prairie and floodplain gallery forest. Elm, ash, box elder, bur oak, and grasses are 
found on riparian areas where nuts, berries, and tubers would have been found 
seasonally. There is also an abundance of wetlands throughout the area.  
 
This habitat would have provided ample food for a number of animals such as elk, 
bison, deer, antelope, moose, muskrat, beaver, fox, wolf, and other fur-bearing animals.  
There was also an abundance of waterfowl along wetland marshes and rivers. 
 
This biotic diversity along with the availability of water makes this setting favorable for 
human settlement, both during Pre-historic and Historic time-periods.   
 
 



4.0 Result 
 
A literature review was performed at the NDSHPO and twenty-four manuscripts, seven 
sites, and three site leads were on file. 
Table 1: Manuscripts on File as of March 18th , 2008 at the NDSHPO for the eleven study areas. 

Year ARCHIVE # Author Title 
2006 9916 Harty, J. I-29 Improvements from Grand Forks to South of the Thompson Exit: A 

Class III Cultural Resource Inventory, Grand Forks, Co., ND 

2007 10226 Kinney, W. South 48th Street, Grand Forks, ND. NDDOT Project Number AC-SU-6-
986(082)086. A Class III Cultural Resource Inventory 

2000 7561 Larson, T. & D. Penny Results of a Phase I Cultural Resource Investigation for a Proposed Levee 
and Floodwall Alignments at the City of Grand Forks, Grand Forks Co., ND 

1997 6849 Ketz, K. & T. Dolence 
Phase I Cultural Resource Investigation of Additional Levee and Floodwall 
Alignments, a Road Raise, Two Pump Stations, and a Diversion Ditch for 

English Coulee Proposed for the City of Grand Forks, Grand Forks Co., ND 

2000 7858 Fassler, T. & T. 
Madigan 

Phase I and II Cultural Resource Investigations at the City of Grand Forks, 
Grand Forks Co., ND 

1985 5945 Vyzralek, F. 
Report of an Architectural and Photographic Survey of Churches in Caviler, 

Dickey, Cass, Traill, Grand Forks, Nelson, Ramsey, Walsh, and Pembina 
Counties in Nine Eastern North Dakota Counties 

2004 8939 Hiemstra, D. Highway 2 East, Niagara to Michigan: A Class III Cultural Resource 
Inventory, Nelson Co., ND 

1989 4926 Schweigrt, K. & R. 
Persinger 

Agassiz Rural Water System Expansion Class III Inventory, Grand Forks 
Co., ND 

1991 5584 Christensen, R. Agassiz Rural Water System 1991 Expansion, Grand Forks County, North 
Dakota, Class III Cultural Resource Inventory 

1998 7173 Kinney, W. 
U.S. Highway 2, Class III Cultural Resource Inventory of the North and 
South ROWs Between RP329.073 and RP 341.673. NDDOT Project No. 

NH-6-002(053)329 

1998 7283 Larson, T. Results of a Class II and Class III Cultural Resource Inventory for NDDOT 
Project Area SS-6-018(028)152 Grand Forks County, ND 

1974 167 Loendorf, L. & K. 
Good 

Inventory of the Cultural Resources in the Turtle River Watershed Dam #9, 
Grand Forks Co., ND 

2002 8419 Wermers, G. 
Tri-County Water District Phase II Expansion Project, Walsh, Grand Forks, 

Nelson, Ramsey, and Steele Counties, North Dakota: Class II and III 
Inventory Results 

2000 7658 Klinner, D. Tri-County Water Users, Inc. Phase 1 System Improvements, Contract 99-1, 
Class III Inventory Results 

1986 4185 Sato, J. 
Archaeological Reconnaissance of the Western Power Administration’s 
Jamestown to Grand Forks 115-kv Transmission Line Right –of-Way 
Located in Stutsman, Barnes, Griggs, Steele, and Grand Forks Counties, ND 

2002 8257 Borchert, J. Class II Cultural Resource Inventory of a Hot Bituminous Overlay Project on 
Highway 18, Grand Forks and Traill Counties, ND 

1976 262 Dill, C. North Dakota Highway Department Project No. F-6-002()330, Grand Forks 
County, Negative Declaration Survey Report 

1988 4536 Kordecki, C. 

Larimore Dam Recreational Area Access Road Archaeological Survey 
Results of a Class III Intensive Cultural Resources Survey of Five Miles of 
Access Road to the Larimore Dam Recreational Area, Grand Forks County, 

North Dakota 

1994 6332 Good, K. 
Weigh Scale- Larimore Corner Class III Cultural Resources Survey Project 

No. SNH-6-002(046)330 Weigh Station & Scale at the Intersection of 
Highway 2 and 18, Grand Forks County, ND 

2006 9855 Klinner, D. & J. 
Morrison 

Enbridge Pipeline (North Dakota) LLC, Phase 4 Pipeline Expansion Project 
Pumping Stations: A Class III Cultural Resource Inventory, Grand Forks, 

McHenry, Mountrail & Ramsey Counties, ND 

2007 10259 Hiemstra, D. 
State Living Snow Fence 2008: A Class III Cultural Resource Inventory of 

Nine Proposed Locations for Tree Plantings in Dunn, Grand Forks, 
Hettinger, LaMoure, McLean and Oliver Counties, ND 

2000 7708 Morrison, J. NDDOT Highway 32: A Class III Cultural Resource Inventory, Grand Forks 
& Walsh Co., ND 

1977 278 Dill, C. North Dakota Highway Department Project No. F-3-002()271, F-6-002()295 
and F-6-002()317, Devils Lake, Negative Declaration Survey Report 



Year ARCHIVE # Author Title 

2003 8427 Bluemle, W. 

Polar Communications Mutual Aid Corporation & Polar 
Telecommunications, Inc. Fiber Optic Cable Survey: A Class I Literature 

Search and Class III Cultural Resource Inventory of CS, CV, GF, GG, NE, 
PB, RY, ST, TR & WA Counties, ND 

 
Table 2: Summary Information on Sites contained within the eleven study areas. 

Location SITS # 
TWN R S 

Features Recorder NRHP Status Year

32GF101 149 53 4 Architectural (Farmstead) Purcell, J. Ineligible 1978 
32GF141 154 53 17 Architectural (Water 

Pump Station) 
Schweigert, 
K. 

Ineligible 1989 

32GF324 152 54 31 Archaeological (CM 
Scatter) 

Purcell, J. Ineligible 1974 

32GF341 149 53 5 Architectural (Church) Vyzranek, F. Ineligible 2001 
32GF374 151 53 1 Architectural (Church) Vyzranek, F. Ineligible 2001 
32GF375 152 52 31 Architectural (Church) Vyzranek, F. Ineligible 1985 

 

Table 3. Summary Information on Archaeological Site Leads contained within the eleven study areas. 

Location SITS # 
TWN R S 

Features Recorder NRHP Status Year 

32GFx121 154 53 20 Historic (Johnstown P.O.) E. Benson Undetermined 1980 
32GFx122 154 53 20 Historic (Milan P.O.) E. Benson Undetermined 1980 
32GFx315 152 54 30 Archaeological Unknown Undetermined Unknown 

 
Only one eligible site, 32GF324 is recorded within the eleven study areas. This site, in 
Study Area 4, is a Cultural Material Scatter (CM Scatter) comprised of obsidian flaking 
debris, one projectile point, and a pottery shard. There are two site leads in Section 20, 
T154N, R53W (Study Area 6) which would need further investigation to determine if 
they exist, and if so, their eligibility status for NRHP listing. Both site leads are former 
U.S. Post Office locations. The third site lead (32GFx315) is an archaeological site lead 
said to be located somewhere in Section 30, T152N, R54W (Study Area 4). Since no 
exact location was given, it was not plotted on the map for Study Area 4. All other sites 
are ineligible for NRHP listing and do not require any further archaeological or historic 
evaluation. 
  
5.0 Recommendation 
 
The eleven proposed study areas are located within a region (Red River Valley) that 
has a high potential for archaeological sites. Class III Cultural Resource Inventories 
have been conducted within a number of the study areas, primarily along the major 
roadways. These inventories were carried out within a 100 ft corridor measured from the 
centerline of the road. Two study areas (Study Area 3 and 11) have never had an 
archaeological inventory conducted within their boundaries. Study Area 6, 7 and 10 
have not had inventories conducted within their boundaries within the last ten years. 



Inventories which are ten years old or older need to be re-surveyed for cultural 
resources.  
 
Due to a lack of Cultural Resource Inventories in the study areas, there are few 
recorded sites. There have been no large block inventories within any of the eleven 
study areas less than ten years old. Only linear corridor studies have taken place. 
These linear surveys were 100 ft wide corridors associated with road projects, with the 
exception of a power line and an oil pipeline which traversed across the sections where 
they are located.    
 
It is therefore recommended that any future work involving federal funding should have 
a Level III Cultural Resource Inventory performed within the proposed project areas. 
Further investigation should take place to determine if the site leads still exist, and 
whether they are eligible for NRHP listing. Site 32GF324 should be avoided if possible, 
otherwise further evaluation needs to be performed to determine its eligibility status if 
construction should take place in or near its boundary.  
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