
GRAND FORKS COUNTY COMMISSION MEETING 

May 2, 2023 – 4:00 P.M. 

 

The Board met pursuant to adjournment with Commissioners Rost, Engen, Hagen and Rustad 

present. Commissioner Pic was absent. 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

 

Moved by Hagen, seconded by Rustad, to approve the minutes of the April 18, 2023 meeting, as 

amended, and approve the minutes from the Special Commission Meetings from April 20, 2023 

and April 25, 2023.  Motion carried unanimously. (After the meeting it was determined that 

Commissioner Hagen did make the motion to approve the order of the agenda at the April 18, 

2023, so no amendment was necessary.) 

 

Moved by Rustad, seconded by Engen, to approve the order of agenda. Motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

Moved by Rustad, seconded by Hagen, to approve the consent agenda. Items in the consent agenda 

included: bills as submitted by the County Auditor, check #44228 - Anderson Dorinda- $41.92, 

44229 - Cass County Clerk of Court- $150, 44230 - Galbraith Francis M- $160.8, 44231 - GF 

Clerk of District Ct- $1000, 44232 - Smette Shellie- $137.55, 44233 - West Fargo Clerk of Court- 

$610.97, 44234 - NCRAAO 2023 Iowa- $325, 44235 - GF Clerk of District Ct- $1000, 44236 - 

Quadient Leasing USA, Inc- $371.7, 44237 - Combined Insurance Co of America- $521.3, 44238 - 

First Collections Inc- $305.24, 44239 - Fraternal Order of Police- $106, 44240 - Ingenuity Rm, 

LLC- $195.46, 44241 - Medico Life and Health Insurance Co- $106, 44242 - ND F.O.P.- $702, 

44243 - USAble Life- $43.2, 44244 - Berg Tricia Mackenzie- $154.63, 44245 - Boudreaux, Nicole 

J - $705.15, 44246 - Brekke, Madisyn- $101.53, 44247 - Cellmer Bushy, Christy L- $193.88, 

44248 - Engstrom, Anna M- $136.24, 44249 - Five Star Storage- $38, 44250 - Germundson Kress- 

$28.17, 44251 - Hass, Jodee Beth- $266.22, 44252 - Hopewell, David- $54.5, 44253 - King, 

Selena- $67.79, 44254 - Knutson Printing Co- $40, 44255 - Little Miracles- $1080, 44256 - Lund 

Jacki- $68.24, 44257 - ND DHS Finance Dept- $824.32, 44258 - ND DHS Finance Dept- 

$3350.76, 44259 - ND DHS Finance Dept- $55.5, 44260 - ND DHS Finance Dept- $6858.57, 

44261 - Nygaard-Koplin Dawn- $553.11, 44262 - Radisson Hotel Bismarck- $90, 44263 - Safe 

Kids- $60, 44264 - Schmidt & Associates- $100, 44265 - Schumacher, Sydney M - $80.58, 44266 

- Solarski Kimberly- $189.95, 44267 - Vasichek Autumn- $316.37, 44268 - Wagar, Patricia- $150, 

44269 - City of Emerado (Hwy)- $106.56, 44270 - City of Larimore (Hwy)- $63.33, 44271 - City 

of Northwood (Hwy)- $169.27, 44272 - City of Thompson (Hwy)- $73.91, 44273 - Absolute 

Refrigeration- $695.23, 44274 - Acquisign LLC- $500, 44275 - Ail Special Risk Division- $12, 

44276 - All Season's Garden Center- $1015, 44277 - Altru Health System- $3993, 44278 - Auto 

Glass & Aftermarket- $100, 44279 - Bergman, Emily- $11.39, 44280 - Bert's Truck Equipment Inc 

of MHD- $17667.89, 44281 - Burggraf's Ace Hardware- $85.9, 44282 - Business Essentials- 

$102.98, 44283 - CDW Government- $22560, 44284 - Chatham, Heather- $812, 44285 - CHS Inc 

- Warren- $2225.98, 44286 - City of Grand Forks-Fire Dept- $1109.48, 44287 - CMTA- $3346, 

44288 - Daydreams Specialties- $266.94, 44289 - Dammeier, Mark- $108.14, 44290 - Domers 

Excavating- $20888.4, 44291 - Drone analytics Inc- $1799, 44292 - Dub Construction- $18303, 

44293 - Dynamic Welding & Machine- $2294.46, 44294 - Ecolab Pest Elimination Div.- $275, 

44295 - Fleming Makayla- $236.46, 44296 - Forum Communications- $22.68, 44297 - GF Clerk 

of District Ct- 957.53, 44298 - GF Clerk of District Ct- $2062.42, 44299 - GF County Treasurer- 

$777.86, 44300 - GF Public Health Department- $345.92, 44301 - GF Welding & Machine- 

$519.3, 44302 - Grand Sky Construction Company LLC- $264580, 44303 - Greg’s Lawn Care- 

$2208, 44304 - Hammond, Chelsea- $195.6, 44305 - Hood Cleaners- $1350, 44306 - Information 



Systems Corporatio- $2265, 44307 - Johnson Publishing- $132, 44308 - Knutson Printing Co- $22, 

44309 - Landeis, Katelyn- $128.07, 44310 - Landis Enterprises Inc- $500, 44311 - Law 

Enforcement Risk Managment Group Inc- $1400, 44312 - Linde Gas & Equipment Inc- $70.7, 

44313 - Lithia of Grand Forks- $310.6, 44314 - Little Falls Machine Inc- $6260.69, 44315 - 

Lowe's- $112.71, 44316 - Lunseth Plumbing & Heating- $246.56, 44317 - Manvel Oil Coop- 

$5050.89, 44318 - McKesson Medical Surgical- $485.96, 44319 - Menards- $1244.2, 44320 - 

Midcontinent Communications- $259.62, 44321 - Midcontinent Communications- $410.84, 44322 

- Midcontinent Communications- $220.42, 44323 - Midcontinent Communications- $1289.15, 

44324 - Midcontinent Communications- $2162.05, 44325 - Midcontinent Communications- 

$397.39, 44326 - Motorola- $40761.9, 44327 - ND Dept of Corrections & Rehab- $750, 44328 - 

ND Dept of Health/Microbiology- $60, 44329 - ND State Radio Communications- $743, 44330 - 

ND State Tax Commissioner- $116.55, 44331 - ND Ext Serv-Dept 3110- $508.67, 44332 - NDSU 

Ext Serv-Dept 7510- $32262.51, 44333 - Nelson International- $269.49, 44334 - Networking 

Specialists- $82.5, 44335 - Nodal Electric Coop- $656.38, 44336 - Northern Plumbing Supply- 

$415.63, 44337 - Northwest Tire- $41.38, 44338 - O'Reilly Auto Parts- $145.32, 44339 - Ottertail 

Power Co-Devils Lake- $730.43, 44340 - Peru- $5340.06, 44341 - Premium Waters, Inc- $39.19, 

44342 - Schmitz Inc- $20112.5, 44343 - Staples Business Credit- $436.44, 44344 - The Chamber 

of Commerce-GF- $300, 44345 - The Service Department- $9523.95, 44346 - Thru-O-Clean- 

$485, 44347 - Tic Inc- $732, 44348 - Toshiba America Business Solutions- $929.39, 44349 - Trail 

County Sheriff- $51, 44350 - Twp of Grace Clerk- $11854.1, 44351 - Tyler Technologies Inc- 

$150, 44352 - UND Office of Safety- $6039.62, 44353 - University of Minnesota Crookston- 

$150, 44354 - Vanyo Chuck- $425, 44355 - Waste Management of Wi-Mn- $1915.13, 44356 - 

Workforce Safety & Insurance- $1430.1, 44357 - Ye Ol Painters Ltd- $4280, ACH payments to  - 

Allstream - $122.47,  - Terracon Consultants Inc - $11400,  - Advanced Business Methods - 

$294.85,  - Albrecht Mfg & Repair Inc. - $132,  - Allstate Peterbilt - $32.31,  - Allstream - 

$166.86,  - Benefit Extras Inc - $1146.25,  - Bergstrom Electric - $3866.5,  - Cintas - $200,  - Cole 

Paper Inc. - $1801.82,  - Custom Aire Inc - $132150.74,  - Dahl Funeral Home - $2300,  - Dakota 

Business Solutions - $687.99,  - Docu Shred Inc - $69.24,  - Express Auto Glass - $2099.4,  - Galls 

An Aramark Company - $957.7,  - GF County Historical Society - $300,  - Global Safety Network 

- $144.76,  - High Plains Technology - $2535,  - Home of Economy - $419.69,  - Interstate Towing 

& Recovery - $386.33,  - Johnson Controls - $9665.3,  - North Dakota Eye Clinic - $39,  - Office 

Depot-Chicago - $1090.48,  - Phoenix Supply - $1078.8,  - RDO Trust Account #80-5800 - 

$1235.05,  - Reliance Telephone Systems Inc - $153,  - Roto Rooter - $515,  - Rydell Chevrolet - 

$109.94,  - Stericycle Inc - $129.24,  - Stones Mobile Radio Inc - $651.28,  - Summit Food 

Services LLC - $26426.21,  - Tri Steel Mfgr Company - $171844.44,  - Xcel Energy - Mpls - 

$40009.87; employee status changes for Vannessa J. Green, Alexander (Alex) Kiser, Muriel Rott, 

Adley Swanson, Leslie Uecker, Tammy Schwarz, Dorothy Green, Analisa Gomez-Mitchell, Jacki 

Lund, Jennifer Fridgen, Dale Chambers; overtime, and March financial report. 

 

Adrian Cummings, President and Sam Jenson, Executive Director gave an update on the Greater 

Grand Forks Young Professionals. 

 

Bret Burkholder, Correctional Center Administrator, addressed the board. 

 

Moved by Engen, seconded by Hagen, to allow Mr. Burkholder to negotiate contracts for housing 

inmates with all entities that don’t have a current 2023 contract effective date with a target 

effective January 1, 2024. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Chairman Rost and the County Commission proclaim and recognize the week beginning May 7, 

2023 as National Correctional Officers Week. 

 



Sheriff Schneider addressed the board. 

 

Moved by Hagen, seconded by Rustad, to proclaim May 15, 2023 as Peace Officers Memorial Day 

and May 14 through May 20, 2023 as Police Week.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Moved by Rustad, seconded by Hagen, to approve the Sheriff’s Deputy Salary Scale effective July 

1, 2023.  Motion carried with Rost, Engen, Hagen and Rustad voting aye. 

 

Roberta Bursheim, Human Resources Generalist, said every employee is important and we don’t 

want to supersede the operations of Human Resources.  She would not recommend each 

department develop their own salary plan because it is important to have unity across the 

departments, so it is fair and balanced. 

 

Tom Ford, Director of Administration, asked if Human Resources should continue to re-evaluate 

every position as directed a few meetings ago or should each department develop their own salary 

plan.  The Chair said Human Resources should continue to re-evaluate every position.  

 

Nick West, County Engineer, addressed the board. 

 

Moved by Hagen, seconded by Rustad, to authorize the State’s Attorney to draft a Purchasing 

Agreement to purchase parcel numbers 43-0001-00035-000, 43-0001-00036-000, 43-0001-00037-

000, 43-0001-00038-000 and 43-0001-00039-000 from Oppegard Implement Company and to 

remodel the Manvel Shed instead of the Gilby Shed with 2023 capital improvement funds.  Motion 

carried with Rost, Engen, Hagen and Rustad voting aye. 

 

Tom Ford, Director of Administration, addressed the board. 

 

Gracie Lian, Administrative Coordinator, addressed the board. 

 

Moved by Rustad, seconded by Engen, to move forward with interviewing Construction 

Engineers, the sole bidder on the Courthouse Dome Repair and Rehabilitation CMaR bid.  Motion 

carried with Rost, Engen, Hagen and Rustad voting aye. 

 

Tom Ford, Director of Administration, explained the Construction Engineers Guaranteed 

Maximum Price Contract. 

 

Commissioner Rustad stated he would not feel comfortable moving forward with the Contract until 

we have an agreement with the Fair Board. 

 

Darren Evavold, GF Fair Board and River Cities Speedway, invited the Commissioners to view the 

Fairground area that would not be able to be used during construction.  

 

The Construction Engineers Guaranteed Maximum Price Contract will be considered at a future 

Special County Commission Meeting. 

 

Gracie Lian, Administrative Coordinator, address the board. 

 

Moved by Rustad, seconded by Hagen, to reject the two bids received for the Courthouse Security 

Improvement Project and accept the proposal from Construction Engineers for $195,000 for a 

reduced scope of the Courthouse Security Improvement Project contingent upon approval of the 



Court Facilities Improvement Advisory Committee.  Motion carried with Rost, Engen, Hagen and 

Rustad voting aye. 

 

The Commission agreed to send a letter to Court Facilities Improvement Advisory Committee 

regarding the reduced scope of the Court Facilities Improvement project. 

   

Tom Ford, Director of Administrator, addressed the board. 

 

Moved by Engen, seconded by Rustad, to approve the draft Request for Qualifications for Design 

and Architectural Services for the Design, Refurbishment, and Repair of the Grand Forks County 

Courthouse and appoint Chairman Rost, Nick West and Bill Gerszewski as the selection and 

interview committee.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Haley Wamstad, State’s Attorney, presented a proposed Citizen Comment Guideline and Policy 

for their review. 

 

Moved by Hagen, seconded by Rustad, to adjourn. The meeting adjourned at 5:34pm.  The next 

meeting will be held on May 16, 2023 at 4:00pm.  

 

 _________________________________ 

       Robert Rost, Chairman 

       Grand Forks County Commission 

______________________________ 

Debbie Nelson, County Auditor   


